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A Alton Coal Development, LLC

463 North 100 West, Suite 1 #4209
A Cedar City, Utah 84720 <

CoaL HotLow Phone (435) 867-5331 « Fax (435) 867-1192

'/

November 20, 2012

Daron R. Haddock

Coal Program Manager

Oil, Gas & Mining

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801

Subject: Drainage Control Adjustments, Task ID # 4198 Coal Hollow Project, Kane
County, Utah, C/025/0005

Dear Mr. Haddock,

Alton Coal Development, LLC is providing this submittal addressing the deficiencies requested in
Task List 4198. MRP Drawing 7-10 (Water Monitoring Locations) has been modified to show
the location of spring location SP-19 along with the addition of monitoring requirements in
Table 7-5.

Please find enclosed 1 (one) redline strikeout of additions and revisions and 2 (two) clean
copies of the additions and revisions to the MRP. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions.

Sincerely

L4
/B. ék Nicholes RECEWED

Environmental Specialist

File in: NUV 2 1 2012
( Confidential .
Q Shelf DIV.OF OX, GAS & MIING
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APPLICATION FOR COAL PERMIT PROCESSING

Permit Change [X] New Permit [ ] Renewal [ ] Exploration [] Bond Release [ ] Transfer [ ]

Permittee: Alton Coal Development, LLC

Mine: Coal Hollow Permit Number: C/025/0005

Title:  Alluvial Groundwater Management Plan and revised UPDES

Description, Include reason for application and timing required to implement:

Submitted as results of Deficiency List Task No. 4198

Instructions: If you answer yes to any of the first eight (gray) questions, this application may require Public Notice publication.

[0 Yes[XI No 1. Change in the size of the Permit Area? Acres: Disturbed Area: [] increase [] decrease.

[0 YesXINo 2. Is the application submitted as a result of a Division Order? DO#

[J YesXI No 3. Does the application include operations outside a previously identified Cumulative Hydrologic Impact Area?
[0 Yes[X] No 4. Does the application include operations in hydrologic basins other than as currently approved?

[J YesXI No 5. Does the application result from cancellation, reduction or increase of insurance or reclamation bond?

[] YesXI No 6. Does the application require or include public notice publication?

[0 Yes X No 7. Does the application require or include ownership, control, right-of-entry, or compliance information?

] Yes XI No 8. Is proposed activity within 100 feet of a public road or cemetery or 300 feet of an occupied dwelling?

] YesXI No 9. Is the application submitted as a result of a Violation? NOV #

[J Yes [X] No  10. Is the application submitted as a result of other laws or regulations or policies?

Explain:

[] Yes X] No 11. Does the application affect the surface landowner or change the post mining land use?

[] Yes X] No 12. Does the application require or include underground design or mine sequence and timing? (Modification of R2P2)
[J Yes X] No  13. Does the application require or include collection and reporting of any baseline information?

[] Yes X] No 14. Could the application have any effect on wildlife or vegetation outside the current disturbed area?
] Yes[X] No 15. Does the application require or include soil removal, storage or placement?

(] Yes [X] No  16. Does the application require or include vegetation monitoring, removal or revegetation activities?
[] Yes [XI No 17. Does the application require or include construction, modification, or removal of surface facilities?
] Yes[X] No 18. Does the application require or include water monitoring, sediment or drainage control measures?
X Yes (] No 19. Does the application require or include certified designs, maps or calculation?

[] Yes XI No  20. Does the application require or include subsidence control or monitoring?

] Yes [ ] No 21. Have reclamation costs for bonding been provided?

] Yes XI No 22. Does the application involve a perennial stream, a stream buffer zone or discharges to a stream?
] Yes[XI No 23. Does the application affect permits issued by other agencies or permits issued to other entities?

Please attach four (4) review copies of the application. If the mine is on or adjacent to Forest Service land please submit five
(5) copies, thank you. (These numbers include a copy for the Price Field Office)

[ hereby certify that [ am a responsible official of the applicant and that the information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of my information

and belief in all respects with the laws of Utah in reference to commitments, undertakings, and obligations, herein.
B LK fleholes Z. gg%éé éa;g,,gp@c. (/112
Print Name Sigh Name, Position, Dat

Subscribed, and swom to before me this ] day of /V 0 \/ , 20 ! ‘2 )
/ ///% Cq;\ TY KYLE CURTIS
ey Notary Public
y N‘fm{r}); Pgblr«/ A1 26 + ) By AL State of Utah
y commission Expires: ¢ e i ZL} LRl Comm. No.
Attest: State of H*f".lv\ } o }ss: 3 m. %0, 853851

My Comm. Expires Apr 1, 2016

County of (/\vi'*. L

For Office Use Only: Assigned Tracking Received by Oil, Gas & Mining
Number:

RECEIVED
NOV 2 + Z0io

Form DOGM- C1 (Revised March 12, 2002) DIV.OF O, GAS & MINING




APPLICATION FOR COAL PERMIT PROCESSING
Detailed Schedule Of Changes to the Mining And Reclamation Plan

Permittee: Alton Coal Development, LLC

Mine: Coal Hollow Permit Number: C/025/0005

Title:  Alluvial Groundwater Management Plan and revised UPDES

Provide a detailed listing of all changes to the Mining and Reclamation Plan, which is required as a result of this proposed permit
application. Individually list all maps and drawings that are added, replaced, or removed from the plan. Include changes to the table
of contents, section of the plan, or other information as needed to specifically locate, identify and revise the existing Mining and
Reclamation Plan. Include page, section and drawing number as part of the description.

DESCRIPTION OF MAP, TEXT, OR MATERIAL TO BE CHANGED
[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.7 Chapter 7 TOC

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.7 Chapter 7 Page 7-15 through 7-107

[(JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.7 Chapter 7 Tables 7-4 through 7-7B

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.8 Chapter 7 Appendix 7-9 Cover Page

Vol. 8 Coal Hollow Mine - Alluvial Groundwater Management Plan (added to end of App.
XIAdd [JReplace []Remove 7-9)

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.8 Chapter 7 Appendix 7-12 UPDES Permit

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.8 Chapter 5 Drawing 5-30

[(JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.8 Chapter 8 Appendix 8-1 Page 2,7 & 8.

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.3 Chapter 5 TOC Page vi

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol 3 Chapter 5 Page 5-45, 5-63

I Add  [JReplace []Remove Vol.3 Chapter 5 Drawing 5-40 Dewater Trench Details

[JAdd [XReplace []Remove Vol.8 Chapter 7 Drawing 7-10

[OJAdd [JReplace []Remove

[OJAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[OJAdd [JReplace []Remove

OJAdd [OReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

Any other specific or special instruction required for insertion of this proposal into the Received by Oil, Gas & Mining

Mining and Reclamation Plan.
RECEIVED
NOV 2 1 201

DIV.OF ON.,GAS & MINING

Form DOGM - C2 (Revised March 12, 2002)




coal mining action did not proceed. Relevant monitoring information from the Utah
International, Inc. baseline monitoring activities have been included as supplemental
baseline data included in this permit application.

Commencing in the 2™ quarter of 2005, regular quarterly baseline monitoring of
groundwater resources has been commissioned by Alton Coal Development, LLC.
Baseline monitoring of springs, seeps, and groundwater wells in and around the proposed
Coal Hollow Mine permit area have been routinely performed. Data collected in the
baseline monitoring activities have been submitted electronically to the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining, Utah Coal Mining Water Quality Database (UDOGM, 2007).

Baseline potentiometric information from wells has been input into the DOGM database.
For non-flowing-artesian wells, this information has been input in a depth-to-water-
relative-to-the-top-of-the-well-casing format using units of feet. For wells experiencing
flowing artesian conditions, the potentiometric data are reported to the database in feet as
a height-of-the-potentiometric-surface-above-the-top-of-the-well-casing format expressed
as a negative number (which makes the flowing-artesian and non-flowing-artesian
potentiometric measurements directly comparable). For both conditions, the reported
measurements can be directly converted to an absolute water elevation by subtracting the
reported value from the elevation of the top of the well casing.

The potentiometric head in monitoring wells experiencing flowing-artesian conditions is
measured either 1) by temporarily extending the height of the well casing and allowing
the water level to stabilize and the performing a height of the water column measurement
(where the artesian pressure is small), or 2) by using a pressure gauge to measure the
shut-in artesian pressure in the well and then converting that number to an equivalent
height in feet.

During December 2006 and January 2007 an extensive drilling and monitoring well
construction program was implemented. This hydrogeologic program included the
installation of 30 groundwater monitoring wells in and adjacent to the proposed Coal
Hollow Mine permit area. The focus of the drilling program was to characterize the
stratigraphy and hydrogeologic properties of alluvial groundwater systems in and
adjacent to proposed mining areas. Aquifer characterization of the alluvial groundwater
system was also performed using pump testing and slug testing techniques. Investigative
methods utilized and the results of the analysis of the data are described in Appendix 7-1.

Descriptions of alluvial groundwater systems in the mine permit and surrounding areas,
including information on quantity and quality of alluvial groundwaters, are presented in
Appendix 7-1. Estimated rates of alluvial groundwater inflow into the mine are presented
in Table 7-9. Additional information on alluvial groundwater inflows is provided in
Section 728.333.

As indicated in the Alluvial Groundwater Management Plan for the Coal Hollow Mine
(See Appendix 7-9), the land surface overlying proposed alluvial groundwater interceptor
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drains will be contoured to match the existing surrounding topography. Accordingly,
alterations of existing surface-water drainage patterns should not occur.

Water monitoring information provided to the Division demonstrates that water levels in
shallow alluvial groundwater systems in the Coal Hollow Mine area do respond to
seasonal and climatic variability. However, as described in Appendix 7-1, the shallow
alluvial sediments in the Coal Hollow Mine area are dominated by silts, clays, and fine-
grained sands which generally do not have appreciable hydraulic conductivity. Because
of the overall pervasiveness of silts, clays, and fine-grained sands in the alluvial system in
the mine permit area, rates of alluvial groundwater migration are generally not rapid (See
information provided in Table 7-9). (It should be emphasized that alluvial groundwater
flow velocities in the coarser-grained alluvial systems in areas adjacent to proposed
mining areas generally to the east and south are known to be appreciably greater). In
cross-sectional exposures of saturated alluvial deposits in the up-gradient highwalls at the
Coal Hollow Mine, only modest quantities of groundwater discharge have been observed.
Although the alluvial sediments are largely saturated, where the saturated alluvial
sediments have been exposed, sustained discharges of alluvial groundwater of more than
a few gallons per minute are generally not observed. While discharges on the magnitude
of a few gallons per minute have been observed in a fluvial channel system intercepted
by the mine (which deposits contained sands, silts, and gravels), the much more pervasive
fine-grained alluvial sediments where exposed were observed to weep only very minor,
un-measurable quantities of water through the highwall. During a site visit on June 2,
2011, Petersen Hydrologic (2011) estimated that the total flow from the 600-foot-long
exposure of clayey, silty alluvium in the mine highwall was less than 1 gpm. The total
discharge from the exposed fluvial channel system was measured at 5.5 gpm. The total
flow from a recently constructed, 870-foot-long up-gradient alluvial groundwater
intercept trench was only 13.4 gpm. What this demonstrates is that, while the alluvial
sediments adjacent to the mine openings are largely saturated, the presence of low
permeability sediments in the alluvium limits the potential for the alluvial groundwaters
to rapidly flow into the mine pit areas.

It should be emphasized here, however, that although highly permeable, saturated,
coarse-grained alluvial sediments have not been intersected at the Coal Hollow Mine to
date, the potential for intercepting such sediments is always present in heterogeneous
mountain-front alluvial deposits. Appreciably greater inflow volumes are possible from
such sediments were they to be encountered unexpectedly at the Coal Hollow Mine.

The overall low hydraulic conductivity of most of the alluvial sediments in proposed
mining areas generally precludes the effective dewatering of saturated alluvial deposits
adjacent to proposed mining areas through the use of vertical dewatering wells. For this
reason, as described in the proposed alluvial groundwater management plan for the Coal
Hollow Mine, horizontal drain systems (with large, long horizontal “screened” intervals
in targeted strata to collect intercepted alluvial groundwater) are proposed for use in
dewatering the alluvial sediments adjacent to proposed mining areas.
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724.200 Surface Water Information

The locations of streams, stock watering ponds, and conveyance ditches in the proposed
Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area are shown on Drawing 7-7. Surface-water
rights in and adjacent to the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area are shown on
Drawing 7-3 and tabulated in Appendix 7-3. Surface-water discharge rates and water
quality data have been submitted electronically to the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and
Mining, Utah Coal Mining Water Quality Database (UDOGM, 2007). Additional
surface-water information is provided in Appendix 7-1.

It is not anticipated currently that discharge from the proposed Coal Hollow Mine will be
necessary. Where necessary, alluvial groundwater that may be intercepted by mining will
be placed in drains and diverted away from disturbed areas and discharged (i.e., as
groundwater dewatering). However, a Utah UPDES discharge permit will be obtained so
that if discharge of mine water becomes necessary, it can be discharged in accordance
with the UPDES discharge permit. The exact locations of mine water discharge points
will be established upon issuance of the UPDES discharge permit. Any mine discharge
water will be placed in either the Lower Robinson Creek drainage or the Sink Valley
Wash drainage. Both of these drainages are tributary to Kanab Creek.

As described in R645-301-728.320, acid drainage is not expected from the proposed
mining operation. This is due to the pervasiveness of carbonate minerals in the mine
environment that will neutralize any acid produced.

Seasonal quality and quantity of groundwater and usage is described herein and in
Appendix 7-1. Baseline discharge and water quality data have been submitted
electronically to the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining, Utah Coal Mining Water
Quality (UDOGM, 2007).

Baseline monitoring of surface-water resources in and around the proposed Coal Hollow
permit area have been carried out by several entities. Previous hydrologic studies of the
have been made in the Alton Coal Field area by Goode (1964, 1966), Sandberg (1979),
Cordova (1981), and Plantz (1983). Selected hydrologic data collected in conjunction
with these studies have been incorporated into the baseline data as part of this permit
application.

During the 1980’s, extensive monitoring of surface water resources in the proposed
permit and surrounding areas was performed by Utah International, Inc. Utah
International Inc.’s groundwater monitoring activities included the operation of
continuous recording stations on selected streams, and the performance of routine
surface-water discharge measurements and field and laboratory water quality analyses.
These baseline monitoring activities were performed as part of a proposed coal mine
permitting action in the Alton Coal Field. Ultimately, the proposed coal mining action
did not proceed. Relevant monitoring information from the Utah International, Inc.
baseline monitoring activities have been included as supplemental baseline data as part of
| this permit application.
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Commencing in the 2™ quarter of 2005, regular quarterly baseline monitoring of surface-
water resources has been commissioned by Alton Coal Development, LLC. Baseline
monitoring of surface-waters in and around the proposed Coal Hollow permit area,
including surface-water discharge measurements and field and laboratory water quality
analyses, have been routinely performed.

All surface waters in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area are
tributary to the Kanab Creek drainage. Surface-water monitoring stations from which
baseline data have been collected are shown on Drawing 7-2 and include the following:

Sink Valley Wash drainage

SW-8 (Swapp Hollow above proposed mining areas), SW-7 (unnamed drainage in
Section 21, T39S, R5W), RID-1 (irrigation diversion of water from Water Canyon
drainage above proposed mining areas), SW-6 (headwaters of unnamed tributary
to lower Sink Valley Wash), SW-9 (Sink Valley Wash below proposed mining
areas), SW-10 (unnamed tributary to Sink Valley Wash approximately 1.7 miles
south of proposed mining areas), SVWOBS-1 (Sink Valley Wash above proposed
mining areas, and SVWOBS-2 (Sink Valley Wash east of proposed mining areas).

Lower Robinson Creek drainage
SW-4 (Robinson Creek above proposed mining areas), SW-101 (Lower Robinson
Creek near proposed mining areas), BLM-1 (Lower Robinson Creek adjacent to
proposed mining areas) and SW-5 (Lower Robinson Creek below proposed
mining areas).

Kanab Creek drainage
SW-1 (Kanab Creek near Alton, Utah; above proposed mining areas), SW-3
(Kanab Creek above proposed mining areas), and SW-2 (Kanab Creek below
Lower Robinson Creek and below proposed mining areas). Additionally baseline
hydrologic data from Lamb Canal, which is an irrigation ditch that conveys water
from a diversion in Kanab Creek to irrigated lands adjacent to Kanab Creek west
of proposed mining areas, is also collected.

724.300 Geologic Information

Geologic information in sufficient detail to determine the probable hydrologic
consequences of mining and determine whether reclamation as required by R645 can be
accomplished is given in Chapter 6 of this permit application package and in Appendix 7-
1.

724.400 Climatological Information

Climatological information, including temperature and precipitation data, have been
routinely measured and recorded at the Alton, Utah weather station (420086) since 1928.
The station is located in the town of Alton, approximately two miles north of the
proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area. Climatological data collected at the Alton
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station for the 77 year period from 1928 to 2005 are summarized in Table 7-3.
Climatological data from the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area are
plotted in Drawing 7-8.

An automated weather station was installed in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit
area in December 2005. The station is configured to continuously monitor and record
temperature, wind velocity, and wind direction data. The station is also configured to
continuously measure and record precipitation, although the tipping rain-gauge is not
operative during winter months. Climate data from the proposed Coal Hollow Mine and
adjacent area are also presented in Appendix 7-6.

724.411 Seasonal precipitation

Precipitation data from the Alton, Utah weather station indicates average annual
precipitation of 16.38 inches per year. Doelling (1972) reports average annual
precipitation in the Alton Coal Field area ranging from 9 to 20 inches annually with
slightly higher increments likely in the higher parts of the plateau (Doelling, 1972).
There are generally two annual wet periods in the region. During the wintertime,
cyclonic storms bring precipitation (mainly snowfall) to the region. During the
summertime, storms originating from convection of air from the Gulf of Mexico or the
Pacific Ocean bring rains to the region. Of the two annual wet cycles, the summer
rainfall is most reliable. Average monthly precipitation at the Alton station ranges from a
low 0f 0.57 inches in June to a maximum of 1.80 inches in February. Daily temperature
and precipitation data recorded at the Coal Hollow Project weather station during 2006
and early 2007 are presented in Appendix 7-6.

The Palmer Hydrologic Drought Index (PHDI; NCDC, 1997) indicates long-term
climatic trends for the region. The PHDI is a monthly value generated by the National
Climatic Data Center (NCDC) that indicates the severity of a wet or dry spell. The PHDI
is computed from climatic and hydrologic parameters such as temperature, precipitation,
evapotranspiration, soil water recharge, soil water loss, and runoff. Because the PHDI
takes into account parameters that affect the balance between moisture supply and
moisture demand, the index is a useful for evaluating the long-term relationship between
climate and groundwater recharge and discharge. A plot of the PHDI for Utah Region 4
(which includes the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and surrounding area) is shown
in Drawing 7-9. It is apparent in Drawing 7-9 that the region has experienced cyclical
periods of drought and wetness since 1980. Baseline hydrologic monitoring performed
by Utah International, Inc in 1987 and 1988 occurred during a period of near normal
wetness. Recent baseline hydrologic monitoring conducted in 2005 and 2006 occurred
during a period of moderate to severe wetness, with 2005 being wetter than 2006.

724412 Wind direction and velocity

Wind data have been collected at the Coal Hollow Project weather station since
December 2005. Monthly wind data from the Coal Hollow Project weather station are
available from January 2006 through March 2006, and from November 2006 through
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May 2007. Monthly wind data are plotted as wind rose diagrams, which depict the
average direction and velocity of prevailing winds, in Appendix 7-1. Based on recent
data from the Coal Hollow Project weather station, it is apparent that the predominant
wind direction in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area (during the months for
which data are available) are from the northeast, with secondary peaks from the north and
south-southwest (Appendix 7-1). Surface winds recorded at the Coal Hollow Project
weather station averaged about 6.4 miles per hour. Tabulated hourly wind data from the
Coal Hollow Project weather station are maintained on file at Alton Coal Development,
LLC.

Wind data have also been collected historically at nearby locations by governmental and
other entities. The regionally predominant direction of winds in the region is southwest
through west. Secondary peaks are from southeast and northwest. Surface winds in the
area average approximately 8 miles per hour. Higher wind speeds are associated with
fronts and storms and generally occur during the springtime.

724.413 Seasonal temperature ranges

Temperature data from the region are summarized in Table 7-3. Temperatures in the
permit area vary greatly. Temperature data from the Alton station (1928-2005) indicate
that monthly average low temperatures are below freezing for the 6-month period from
November to April. Monthly average minimum temperatures range from a low of 15.1
°F during January to a high of 49.8 °F in July. Monthly average maximum temperatures
range from a low of 39.5 °F in January to a high of 82.6 °F in July. Daily maximum and
minimum temperature data collected at the Coal Hollow Project weather station during
2006 and the first quarter of 2007 are presented in Appendix 7-6 and plotted in Drawing
7-8. The maximum temperature recorded during this period was 93.3 °F in July 2006.
The minimum temperature recorded during this period was -7.3 °F in January 2007.

724.500 Supplemental Information

Other than the possible short-term diminution in discharge rates from alluvial
groundwater systems, including the potential short-term diminution of discharge rates
from some springs and seeps in Sink Valley, adverse impacts to the hydrologic balance,
either on or off the permit area are not expected to occur. It is not anticipated that acid-
and toxic-forming materials will cause significant contamination of groundwater or
surface-water supplies. Any discharges of mine waters to surface-water systems will be
regulated under and meet the criteria of a UPDES discharge permit. The mining and
reclamation plan has been designed to minimize the potential for disturbance or
disruption of the hydrologic balance and to protect groundwater and surface-water
resources in the area.

If substantial alluvial groundwater inflows into mining areas occur as mining progresses
in close proximity to alluvial springs and seeps in the eastern % of Section 30, T39S,
R5W and the northwest %4 of Section 29, T39S, R5W or in close proximity to coarse-
grained alluvial sediments in the artesian groundwater system along the eastern side of

Chapter 7 7-20 10/12/2009
05/18/2012



Sink Valley, Alton Coal Development, LLC will evaluate hydrogeologic conditions at the
time such may occur. It should be noted that very large discharges into mine workings
are not anticipated based on the results of recent drilling and aquifer testing performed in
these areas (see Appendix 7-1). Based on the hydrogeologic conditions encountered,
where necessary Alton Coal Development, LLC will use a suitable technique to minimize
groundwater inflow rates into the mine, which may include the use of bentonite or natural
clay filled cutoff walls or other means where appropriate to protect groundwater
resources up-gradient of mining activities. The potential for success of such protective
measures in minimizing drainage of alluvial deposits up-gradient of proposed mining
areas is believed to be good, given that the thickness of the alluvium in these areas is
generally on the order of about 20 to 50 feet and these sediments are directly underlain by
essentially impermeable Tropic Shale in proposed mining areas. It is important to note
that while temporary impacts to groundwater discharge rates from alluvial springs and
seeps could possibly occur, these impacts will likely be short-lived. This conclusion is
based on the fact that individual mine pits in most instances will remain open for no more
than about 60 to 120 days (measured from the time the mining of the pit is completed to
the time the pit is backfilled). The variability in the time individual pits remain open is
related to the thickness of overburden at the pit and the state of the overall spoil balance.
It should be noted that these times could be somewhat greater if the mining production
rate is less than the currently anticipated rate (in the event that contracts for the full 2
million tons of coal per year are not in place). However, the backfilling and rough
grading requirements of R645-301.553 will be met (except where a variance to this
regulation has been requested to assist with the transition to the adjacent federal coal
reserves in the south pits area). After mine pits are backfilled and reclaimed, the
potential for appreciable continued drainage of up-gradient alluvial groundwater through
the backfilled pits in that area is low. When mining is complete in an area, seasonal
recharge to alluvial groundwater systems will gradually replenish groundwater to the
alluvial groundwater system. Large-scale dewatering of the alluvial groundwater system,
such that appreciable compaction of the aquifer skeleton could occur, is not anticipated
(see Appendix 7-1).

If diminution of discharge rates from seeps and springs does occur as a consequence of
mining and reclamation activities, any lost water will be replaced according to all

applicable Utah State laws and regulations using the water replacement source specified
in R645-301-727. The quantity and quality of replacement water detailed in R645-301-
727 will be suitable for the existing premining uses and approved postmining land uses.

It should be noted that the proposed Coal Hollow Mine plan calls for the temporary
diversion of a reach of the Lower Robinson Creek stream channel approximately 2,000
feet in length in the southeast 4 of Section 19, T39S, RSW. Details of the proposed
diversion are given in Chapter 5, Section 527.220 of this MRP. If this action results in
diminution of groundwater or surface-water resources, where required a suitable
mitigation for this potential impact will be designed and implemented in consultation
with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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If excess groundwater were to be encountered during mining operations such that it could
not be adequately managed or discharged in compliance with the Utah UPDES discharge
permit (which is considered unlikely), Alton Coal Development, LLC may when
necessary and with the approval of the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining construct
supplemental containment and settlement ponds in which mine discharge waters may be
held for treatment (where necessary) and subsequent discharge through UPDES discharge
points in compliance with the UPDES discharge permit.

724.700 Alluvial Valley Floor Determination

A field investigation has been performed in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and
adjacent area to provide to the Division the information required to make an evaluation
regarding the existence of a probable alluvial valley floor in the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine permit and adjacent area. The results of this field investigation and related
information is provided in Appendix 7-1. Additional information regarding potential
alluvial valley floors in the area is provided in Appendix 7-7.

A report detailing the findings of a previous field investigation performed by Water
Engineering & Technology, Inc., entitled “Geomorphological and sedimentological
characteristics of Sink Valley, Kane County, Utah” is included as Appendix 7-4.

725 BASELINE CUMULATIVE IMPACT AREA INFORMATION

Appendix 7-1 contains the results of a comprehensive investigation of groundwater and
surface-water systems in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area.
Appendix 7-1 also includes information regarding the probable hydrologic consequences
of coal mining in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area and recommendations for
hydrologic monitoring. Appendix 7-1 also includes the results of a field investigation
performed in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area to provide to the
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining the information required to make an evaluation
regarding the existence of a probable alluvial valley floor in the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine permit and adjacent area. This Information together with the information submitted
herein can be used to assess the probable cumulative hydrologic impacts of coal mining
and reclamation operations in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area
as required by R645-301-729.

R645-301-726 Modeling

No numerical models have been created for the permit area nor are any planned.
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727 ALTERNATIVE WATER SOURCE INFORMATION

This section provides information on the alternative water source that will be used to
replace water from groundwaters or surface waters should they be impacted by mining
and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area.
The alternative water source is a water production well planned for construction on
private land leased by Alton Coal Development, LLC in the northwest quarter of Section
29, Township 39 South, Range 5 West. The planned location for the well, which is
situated within the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area, is shown on Drawing 5-8C.
The well will produce water from the alluvial groundwater system in Sink Valley in
locations up-gradient of proposed mining operations. Based on aquifer testing performed
in the alluvial groundwater system near the proposed water well (using the existing well
Y-61 as a pump testing well), it is believed that adequate water can be produced from the
new well to satisfy the potential water replacement needs of the mine. Details of the
aquifer testing and information on the hydrogeologic characteristics of the Sink Valley
alluvial groundwater system are presented in Appendix 7-1.

Water quality data from the Sink Valley alluvial groundwater system near the location of
the proposed new water well have been collected from well Y-102 and have been
submitted electronically to the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining Utah Coal Mining
Water Quality Database (UDOGM, 2007). It is anticipated that the quantity and quality
of water produced from the new water production well will be suitable for the existing
premining uses and approved postmining land uses.

It should be noted that the proposed water replacement well source will produce water
from the coarse-grained alluvial groundwater system in Sink Valley. Nearby springs that
could potentially be impacted by mining and reclamation activities are supported by the
same alluvial groundwater system. However, while modest decreases in the artesian
hydraulic pressures in the alluvial groundwater system could potentially result in
diminution of spring flows, the planned new water well will likely be approximately 100
feet deep and will be equipped with an electric well pump giving it the capacity to
produce groundwater from the alluvial system even if the hydraulic head in the area wete
to be diminished such that artesian flow conditions temporarily ceased to exist.

An analysis of the total average discharge of state appropriated groundwaters from the
permit and adjacent area has been performed to determine whether the quantity of water
that could likely be produced from the new water replacement well will be adequate for
potential replacement needs. Based on baseline spring discharge data submitted to the
Division (UDOGM, 2007), it is determined that the average discharge of all state
appropriated groundwater from groundwater discharge area A (Drawing 7-3, Drawing 7-
4) is approximately 35 gpm. The state appropriated waters in groundwater discharge
Area A include most of the significant springs in the area and essentially all of the largest
springs in the area (Drawing 7-3; Appendix 7-3). The average discharge of all state
appropriated groundwater from groundwater discharge area B (Drawing 7-4) is
approximately 17 gpm. Using an unlikely worst-case scenario and assuming that all
springs with state appropriated waters in both Areas A and B were to cease flowing, a
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total replacement of approximately 52 gpm would be required. The proposed new water
well located in Section 29, Township 39 South, Range 5 West will be designed to
produce water at that quantity and, therefore, should be able to provide adequate
replacement water in even this worst-case scenario (which is not considered likely).
Agquifer analysis described in Appendix 7-1 suggests that the yield of the alluvial
groundwater system in which the new water well will be constructed should be capable of
sustaining discharges of the required magnitude and for the lengths of time that the need
for replacement water would be likely. It should be noted that if the need arises to
provide replacement water for impacted state appropriated waters, the duration of the
need will likely be of a relatively short duration (see Section 728 below).

Alton Coal Development, LLC has entered into a written agreement with the town of
Alton, Utah to transfer the point of diversion for 50 acre-feet of water for use at the Coal
Hollow Mine. A copy of this agreement is included in Appendix 7-8 (in confidential
binder). This water will be available for all uses at the mine including potential use for
water replacement. The planned new water well will be constructed on lands currently
leased by Alton Coal Development, LLC. Consequently, no new landowner access
agreement will be required for the drilling of the well.
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728 PROBABLE HYDROLOGIC CONSEQUENCES (PHC)
DETERMINATION

This section describes the probable hydrologic consequences of surface coal mining in
the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area. This determination is based on data
presented herein and on information provided in Appendix 7-1. This mining and
reclamation plan has been designed to minimize potential adverse impacts to the
hydrologic balance. It should be noted that this PHC and also Appendix 7-1 may be
updated periodically as required as additional hydrogeologic information and mining data
become available in the future.

728.310 Potential adverse impacts to the hydrologic balance

Other than the possible short-term diminution in discharge rates from alluvial
groundwater systems, including the potential short-term diminution of discharge rates
from some springs and seeps in Sink Valley, appreciable adverse impacts to the
hydrologic balance, either on or off the permit area are not expected to occur. The basis
for this determination is discussed below.

As discussed in Section 721 above, minimal groundwater resources exist in the Tropic
Shale, which directly overlies the coal reserves in proposed mining areas. Groundwater
in the Tropic Shale does not provide measurable baseflow discharge to streams in the
area. The lack of appreciable groundwater flow in the Tropic Shale is a result of the poor
water transmitting properties of the marine shale unit. Consequently, it is anticipated that
little groundwater will be encountered in the Tropic Shale in mining areas. Thus, the
potential for adverse impacts to the hydrologic balance resulting from mining through the
Tropic Shale in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area is minimal.

Similarly, as described in Section 722 above, groundwater resources in the Dakota
Formation underlying the coal seam to be mined are not appreciable. This condition is
fundamentally a result of the heterogeneity of the rock strata in the Dakota Formation
which impedes the ability of the formation to transmit groundwaters significant distances
vertically or horizontally. The presence of the essentially impermeable Tropic Shale on
top of the Dakota Formation also minimizes the potential for vertical recharge to the
Dakota Formation. Mining operations will remove the overlying Tropic Shale rock strata
from the Dakota Formation in addition to the Smirl coal seam deposit at the top of the
Dakota Formation in mined areas. However, because the pre-mining hydraulic
communication between the Tropic Shale and the underlying Dakota Formation in
planned mining areas is believed to be minimal, the removal of the Tropic Shale
overburden and Smirl coal seam from the Dakota Formation, followed by the rapid
backfilling of pit areas with low-permeability fill materials should not result in adverse
impacts to the hydrologic balance in the Dakota Formation (i.e., the post-mining degree
of hydraulic communication between the Dakota Formation and the overlying low-
permeability backfill material will be similar to that of the pre-mined condition).
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It should be noted that the first water-bearing strata underlying the coal seam to be mined
in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area from which appreciable quantities of
groundwater can be produced is the Navajo Sandstone. The Navajo Sandstone aquifer is
of regional significance in that it provides groundwater of good quality to domestic,
agricultural, and municipal wells regionally and provides baseflow to springs and
streams. The Navajo Sandstone does not crop out in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit and adjacent area. The formation is effectively isolated from proposed mining
areas by more than 1,000 feet of rock strata of the Dakota and Carmel Formations (which
includes large thicknesses of low-permeability shales and siltstones). The Navajo
Sandstone aquifer will not be impacted by proposed mining operations. It should be
noted that some previously proposed mining operations in the Alton Coal Field have
proposed drilling and pumping of large amounts of groundwater from high-capacity
production wells in the Navajo Sandstone aquifer for operational use. No such wells are
planned in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area.

Of primary importance to the hydrologic balance in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit and adjacent area are alluvial groundwater systems. As discussed in Section 722
and in Appendix 7-1, alluvial groundwater systems in the area support springs, seeps,
diffuse groundwater discharge, and a limited number of wells. The bulk of the alluvial
groundwater flux through the area occurs in alluvial sediments that include coarse-
grained and finer-grained sediments near the eastern margins of Sink Valley, east of the
proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area. Lesser quantities of alluvial groundwater
migrate through finer-grained alluvial sediments (predominantly clays, silts, and sands) in
the western portions of Sink Valley and in the Lower Robinson Creek drainage within the
proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area. Discharges from alluvial groundwater systems
in Sink Valley do not contribute measurable quantities of baseflow to streams (at least at
the surface in the stream channel). Alluvial groundwater systems in the Lower Robinson
Creek area are much less extensive than the alluvial groundwater systems in Sink Valley.
Other than the emergence of small quantities of alluvial groundwater from the stream
banks where the stream channel intersects the alluvial groundwater system, discharge
from the alluvial groundwater system as springs or seeps in Lower Robinson Creek is
generally not observed. Perched groundwater conditions exist locally in the alluvial
groundwater system in the Lower Robinson Creek drainage.

In the general sense, surface coal mining activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit area have the potential to impact groundwater systems primarily through three
mechanisms:

1) Where water-bearing strata in proposed mining areas are mined through,
groundwater systems within these strata will obviously be directly intercepted,

2) Where groundwater flow paths through mine openings are interrupted,
groundwater flow in down-gradient areas could be diminished, and

3) Where mine openings intercept permeable strata, groundwater resources in up-
gradient areas could potentially be diminished if appreciable quantities of
groundwater were to be drained from up-gradient areas.
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The potential for the occurrence of each of these potential impacts are described in the
following.

Direct Interception of Groundwater Resources

As discussed above, groundwater resources in the relatively impermeable Tropic Shale in
the proposed permit area are meager. Consequently, it is improbable that direct
interception of appreciable groundwater in the Tropic Shale will occur. Additionally,
because Tropic Shale groundwater systems generally do not support discharges to springs
or provide baseflow to streams, the potential interception of limited quantities of
groundwater in the Tropic Shale will not adversely impact the hydrologic balance.
Similarly, groundwater resources in the Dakota Formation (including within the Smirl
coal seam) are meager. While the Smirl coal seam will be extracted through mining
operations, the underlying strata of the Dakota Formation will not be disturbed.
Consequently, adverse impacts to groundwater systems in the Dakota Formation through
direct interception of groundwater resources are not anticipated.

Alluvial groundwater systems in planned mining areas in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit area will be directly intercepted by the mine openings. It is not anticipated that
the direct interception of shallow alluvial groundwater will adversely impact the overall
hydrologic balance in the region. This is because no substantial springs, seeps or other
important groundwater resources have been identified in proposed mine pit areas
(Drawing 7-1). In the pre-mining condition, any diffuse groundwater discharge to the
ground surface that occurs is primarily lost to evapotranspiration and does not contribute
appreciably to the overall hydrologic balance in the area.

Because of the prevailing low-permeabilities of the alluvial sediments within the
proposed mine disturbance area, it is unlikely that the direct mining of the alluvial
groundwater system within these areas could cause impacts to subirrigation and soil
moisture contents in up-gradient areas.

It is considered likely that the average hydraulic conductivity of the placed run-of-mine
backfill material will be low. This is because of the pervasiveness of low-permeability,
clay-rich materials in the mine overburden and the anisotropic nature of the placed fill
material. Consequently, the potential for the migration of appreciable quantities of
groundwater through the fill is considered low. However, to minimize the potential for
long-term impacts to the alluvial groundwater system in Sink Valley up-gradient of
mining areas that could occur as a result of the long-term draining of alluvial
groundwater into the pit backfill area, a permanent, engineered low-permeability barrier
will be emplaced adjacent to the undisturbed alluvial sediments along the eastern edge of
the pit 15 disturbance area. Information and design details for this low-permeability
barrier are provided in Appendix 7-10. Accordingly, the potential for impacts to
subirrigation and soil moisture in the lands up-gradient of mining areas will be minimized
by both the placment of the low-permeability backfill, and the emplacement of the low-
permeability engineered barrier adjacent to Pit 15.
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The potential for short-term impacts to subirrigation and soil moisture in the lands up-
gradienet of proposed mining areas will be minimized through the implementation of the
hydrology resource contingency plan described in Appendix 7-9.

Diminution of down-gradient groundwater resources

Where groundwater flow paths that convey groundwater to down-gradient areas exist in
areas that will be mined, there is the potential that diminution of down-gradient
groundwater resources could occur. In the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area, it is
considered unlikely that appreciable diminution of down-gradient resources will occur as
a result of mining and reclamation activities. The basis of this conclusion is presented
below.

Groundwater resources in the Tropic Shale are meager and groundwater flow rates are
very slow through the marine shale unit. Groundwater systems in the Tropic Shale do not
support appreciable spring or seep discharge nor do they provide measurable baseflow to
streams down-gradient of mining areas. Consequently, the potential for adverse impacts
to the hydrologic balance as a result of mining through Tropic Shale is considered
minimal.

Similarly, groundwater resources in the Dakota Formation are meager. The potential for
lateral and vertical migration of groundwater through the formation is limited by the
pervasiveness of low-permeability shaley strata in the formation and the lateral
discontinuity of permeable strata. Groundwater systems in the Dakota Formation do not
support appreciable spring or seep discharge nor do they provide measurable baseflow to
streams down gradient of mining areas. Additionally, with the exception of the relatively
low-permeability Smirl coal seam located at the top of the formation, groundwater
systems in Dakota Formation rock strata below the coal seam will not be disturbed by
mining and reclamation activities. Consequently, the potential for adverse impacts to the
hydrologic balance as a result of mining through Dakota Formation strata is considered
minimal. It should be noted that spring SP-4 discharges at about 1 gpm approximately
1.1 miles south of the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area from an apparent
fault/fracture system in the Dakota Formation that may be related to the Sink Valley
Fault. It is unlikely that appreciable migration of groundwater through the Sink Valley
Fault system in the relatively impermeable Tropic Shale or shallow alluvium in the
proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area occurs. Consequently, it is considered unlikely
that mining and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area will
cause a diminution of discharge from spring SP-4.

Alluvial groundwater systems in proposed mining areas area supported primarily by
clays, silts, and fine-grained sands. In proposed mining areas in Sink Valley, appreciable
coarse-grained alluvial sediments were not encountered in drill holes or back-hoe
excavations. Significant layers of clean coarse alluvium, which could rapidly convey
significant amounts of groundwater, were likewise not observed. The results of slug
testing performed on wells in and adjacent to proposed mining areas likewise suggest that
the potential for rapid migration of groundwaters through alluvial sediments in proposed
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mining areas is low (Tables 7-8 and 7-9). These data and observations suggest that the
flux of groundwater migrating through the alluvial sediments in proposed mining areas in
Sink Valley (that could support down-gradient groundwater systems) is not large. Much
of the groundwater migrating through the alluvial sediments in proposed mining areas (in
the East % of Section 30, T39S, R5W) likely leaves the groundwater system through
diffuse discharge to the land surface and is lost evapotranspiration and does not
contribute to the overall hydrologic balance in the area. In Sink Valley, a preferential
pathway for alluvial groundwaters through deep coarse-grained alluvial sediments likely
exists along the east side of Sink Valley. While the thickness of the alluvium in proposed
mining areas in Sink Valley generally does not exceed 50 feet (and in many locations is
much less), the alluvial sediments along the eastern side of Sink Valley adjacent to
proposed mining areas range from about 120 to 140 feet. Of the total flux of
groundwater through the alluvial groundwater systems in Sink Valley, most of the flux is
likely through this coarse-grained portion of the system. The percentage of the total flux
that migrates through clayey and silty alluvial sediments in proposed mining areas along
the western flanks of Sink Valley is likely much less.

It should be noted that highly permeable strata were encountered from about 60 to 75 feet
depth just above the bedrock interface at the SS well cluster (monitoring well SS-75;
Table 7-2). This well is screened in an area of burned or eroded coal (the coal is absent)
and consequently, mining will not occur at this location. The coal seam is present at the
nearby C9 cluster area. Were mining operations to intercept this highly permeable zone,
substantial groundwater inflows into the mine openings could occur. Consequently, prior
to surface mining in this area, the boundary between the competent coal seam and the
area of burned or eroded coal will be more precisely defined by drilling or other suitable
techniques such that mine openings can be designed to avoid these areas of potentially
large groundwater inflows.

As discussed in Section 722 above, alluvial groundwater from Sink Valley discharges to
several springs and seeps and as diffuse discharge to the ground surface in the northwest
Y4 of Section 32, T39S, R5W (see Drawing 7-4; groundwater discharge area B). This
groundwater discharge is likely a result of the constriction in Sink Valley in this area and
the corresponding decrease in the cross-sectional area of the alluvial sediments in the
valley, which forces groundwater to discharge at the surface. Most of the groundwater
discharge in this area is likely derived from the up-gradient alluvial groundwater systems
in the eastern portion of the valley (i.e., the coarse-grained portion of the alluvial
groundwater system), which is situated east of the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit
area. This conclusion is based on 1) the substantially larger cross-sectional area of the
alluvium in the deeper eastern portion of the valley relative to that in proposed mining
areas near the western margins of the valley, 2) the higher hydraulic conductivity of the
sediments in the coarse-grained part of the alluvial system, and 3) the lack of other
apparent discharge mechanisms for the coarse-grained system further downstream in Sink
Valley Wash (i.e., there are no significant alluvial springs or seeps further downstream in
Sink Valley Wash and the system apparently does not contribute measurable baseflow to
Sink Valley Wash further downstream (at least at the surface in the stream channel, as
evidenced by the lack of baseflow in the wash monitored at SW-9).
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Because most of the alluvial groundwater discharge supporting springs and seeps in this
area is likely not derived from groundwater systems that underlie planned mining areas in
the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area, it is considered unlikely that discharges
from the springs and seeps in northwest % of Section 32 T39S, RSW will be appreciably
diminished as a result of the proposed mining and reclamation activities. While
considered unlikely, some temporary impacts to discharge rates from springs and seeps in
this area are possible. In particular, it should be noted that mining in the southernmost
portions of the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area has a somewhat greater potential
to decrease groundwater discharge rates at spring SP-6, which is located about 600 feet
below the southernmost proposed mining areas (Drawing 7-2). SP-6 is an alluvial seep
which has been impounded with an earthen dam from which measurable discharge is
generally not present.

It is critical to note that individual mine pits in this area will remain open for short
lengths of time, generally no more than about 60 to 120 days (measured from the time the
mining of the pit is completed to the time the pit is backfilled). Mining operations in the
vicinity near the alluvial groundwater discharge area in the northwest % of Section 32
T39S, R5W are planned to be completed in about 1 year. Thus, any potential impacts to
discharge rates from down-gradient groundwater systems will be short-lived. Following
the backfilling and reclamation of mine openings, the potential for interception or re-
routing of alluvial groundwater away from the groundwater discharge area in northwest
Y of Section 32 T39S, R5W will be negligible. As stated above, most of the flux through
the Sink Valley alluvial groundwater system that supports springs and seeps in the area
occurs in the eastern portion of the valley, which will not be impacted by mining and
reclamation activities. Consequently, long-term impacts to discharge rates from springs
and seeps in this area are not anticipated. It should also be noted that if increased
quantities of groundwater were to be encountered in mine workings in lower Sink Valley
such that the water would need to be discharged to surface drainages, the mine water will
ultimately be discharged to the Sink Valley Wash drainage (i.e., the water will remain in
its drainage basin).

Alluvial groundwater systems in the Lower Robinson Creek area are much less extensive
than the alluvial groundwater system in Sink Valley. Perched groundwater conditions
exist locally in the alluvial groundwater system in the Lower Robinson Creek drainage.
Other than the re-emergence of alluvial groundwater flowing beneath the Lower
Robinson Creek stream channel where the stream channel exists directly on bedrock
substrate, discharges from the alluvial groundwater system as springs or seeps in Lower
Robinson Creek are not observed. Consequently, mining operations in the Lower
Robinson Creek drainage will likely not result in diminution of down-gradient
groundwater resources.

It should be noted that the proposed Coal Hollow Mine plan calls for the temporary
diversion of a reach of the Lower Robinson Creek stream channel approximately 2,000
feet in length in the southeast % of Section 19, T39S, RSW. Details of the proposed
diversion are given in Chapter 5, Section 527.220 of this MRP. If this action results in
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diminution of groundwater or surface-water resources, where required a suitable
mitigation for this potential impact will be designed and implemented in consultation
with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

If any Utah State appropriated water rights are impacted by mining and reclamation
operations in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine, these will be replaced according to all
applicable Utah State laws and regulations using the designated water replacement source
described in Section 727 above.

Draining of up-gradient groundwater resources

Where surface mining occurs adjacent to up-gradient groundwater systems, there is a
potential that draining of groundwater from the up-gradient groundwater system into the
mine voids could occur. This condition could occur if a sufficiently large and permeable
stratum were to be intercepted that is in good hydraulic communication with the up-
gradient groundwater system through which appreciable quantities of water could be
transmitted.

To more fully evaluate the potential for draining of up-gradient groundwater resources, a
field investigation was performed during the winter of 2006-2007 that was designed to
facilitate the characterization of the alluvial groundwater system in the proposed Coal
Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area. Specifically, this program was designed 1) to
better define the vertical and lateral extent of permeable, coarse-grained sediments in the
alluvial groundwater system, 2) to characterize the water bearing and water transmitting
properties of alluvial sediments, and 3) to evaluate the degree of hydraulic
communication between the coarse-grained portion of the alluvial system in Sink Valley
and the clayey alluvial sediments in proposed mining areas.

This field investigation included 1) the drilling and installation of 30 monitoring wells, 2)
the performance of a 28-hour pumping and recovery test on the alluvial testing
production well Y-61 (which is a 6.625-inch well constructed in 1980 as part of a
previous coal mining application for groundwater pumping for alluvial aquifer testing)
with contemporaneous measuring of water levels in the monitoring well network and
contemporaneous measuring of spring discharge rates at three alluvial springs, and 3) the
slug testing of 20 monitoring wells to determine approximate values of hydraulic
conductivity. The results of the field investigation including analysis of the data
collected in the investigation are presented in Appendix 7-1 and are summarized below.

Other than occasional pebbles or small rocks, coarse-grained sediments (i.e., gravels and
coarse sands) were not encountered in the drilling of wells along the eastern margins of
proposed mining areas in Sink Valley (C1, C2, C3, and C4 well clusters). (It should be
noted that the C2 well cluster is located west of the eastern limit of the mine disturbance.
The mine openings will intercept the C2 well cluster and the area to the east to locations
west of well Y-102). Rather, the sediments encountered in the drilling of these wells
were dominated by clays and silts with subordinate amounts of fine-grained sand.
Similarly, coarse-grained deposits were not encountered in well clusters C6, C7, C8, and
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C9. There was no indication during drilling of any appreciable thickness of highly
permeable strata through which groundwater could rapidly be transmitted (although it
should be noted that the presence of thin sand layers are difficult to identify in wet auger
drilling returns). Similarly, appreciable amounts of high-permeability coarse-grained
alluvial sediments were not noted in alluvial sediments investigated in backhoe excavated
pits and erosional escarpments in Sink Valley.

The hydraulic heads measured in alluvial monitoring wells near proposed mining areas in
Sink Valley (C2, C3, C4, C7, C8, and C9) did not indicate artesian pressures. Rather,
marked upward or downward vertical hydraulic gradients were not observed in any of
these areas and water levels were consistently within several feet of the ground surface.

The results of pump testing in the alluvial groundwater system demonstrate that the
springs in the northwest Y% of Section 29, T39S, RSW are in direct hydraulic
communication with the coarse-grained alluvial groundwater system in which the
pumping well Y-61 is screened. Discharge rates (or water levels at Sorensen Spring)
measured at each of the four springs (SP-8, SP-14, SP-20, and Sorensen spring)
monitored during the 28-hour pumping test responded to pumping at the well.
Monitoring wells at clusters C2, C3, and C4 near the easternmost proposed mining areas
also showed small, muted responses, with declines measured in water levels during the
28-hour test ranging from about 0.05 to 0.10 feet. Other monitoring wells in proposed
mining areas did not respond measurably to pumping at Y-61. It should be noted that
after the pumping well was turned off at the end of the 28-hour pumping test, spring
discharge rates and water levels in alluvial monitoring wells recovered to approximate
pre-testing levels.

The results of slug testing of wells in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine and adjacent area
are presented in Table 7-8. Using these hydraulic conductivity values together with
measured thicknesses of saturated alluvial sediments determined during drilling, and
hydraulic gradient values determined from water levels measured in monitoring wells,
rates of estimated groundwater inflows to mine openings have been calculated using
Darcy’s Law (Table 7-9).

Darcy’s Law may be expressed as.

Q=KIA

Where Q = groundwater discharge rate
K = hydraulic conductivity
I = hydraulic gradient
A = cross-sectional area

The values listed in Table 7-9 are reported as inflow rates per 100 lineal feet of mine
openings oriented perpendicular to the groundwater flow direction. Calculations at
individual locations are adjusted for the thickness of the saturated alluvium at that
location. For all calculations in Table 7-9, a gradient of 0.10 has been used, which is
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considered a conservative estimate for the alluvial groundwater system in the vicinity of
the planned Coal Hollow Mine workings. It is important to note that while values for
saturated aquifer thickness and local hydraulic gradient in the alluvial groundwater
system can be determined relatively precisely, hydraulic conductivity values determined
from slug testing methods are generally considered as order-of-magnitude estimates.
Consequently, the information from Table 7-9 should be used for general purposes only.
The estimated groundwater inflow rates presented in Table 7-9 suggest that copious,
unmanageable amounts of alluvial groundwater will likely not be encountered. It should
be noted, however, that alluvial sediments located east of the C2 well cluster may contain
coarser grained sediments similar to those intercepted in well Y-102. Special mining
protocols will be employed (See Appendix 7-9) when mining in this area (pitl5; see
Section 728.333) to minimize the potential for interception of large groundwater inflows.

As described in Appendix 7-11, Table 7-9 has been updated to reflect the current pit
mine-inflow conditions in the Pit #2 and adjacent areas.

As surface mining operations advance toward the alluvial groundwater discharge area in
the northwest %4 of Section 29, T39S, R5W (See Drawing 7-4; groundwater discharge
area A), the information in Table 7-9 suggests that groundwater inflow rates in this area
will be modest, generally on the order of a few tens of gallons per minute or less per 100
lineal feet of mine opening. However, it should be noted that, as discussed above, if mine
openings in this area were to intersect a substantial thickness of coarse-grained alluvial
material that was in good hydraulic communication with the coarse-grained alluvial
system located along the eastern margins of Sink Valley, substantially greater rates of
groundwater inflow could occur. Based on the information in Tables 7-8 and 7-9, this is
not considered likely.

As mining operations advance toward the alluvial groundwater discharge area in the
northwest % of Section 29, T39S, RSW (See Drawing 7-4; groundwater discharge area
A) and groundwater discharge from up-gradient alluvial groundwater systems occurs,
there is the potential that discharge rates from alluvial springs in this area could be
diminished. The magnitude of this potential impact will be largely dependent on the
drainage rate and volume of groundwater that may be drained from the up-gradient
alluvial groundwater system.

The potential for diminution of discharge from alluvial springs near proposed mining
areas near the northwest % of Section 29, T39S, R5W will be minimized because:

1) As mining progresses toward the groundwater discharge area in the northwest %
of Section 29, T39S, R5W (see Drawing 7-4, groundwater discharge area A),
groundwater inflows into mine openings and discharge rates from the nearby
alluvial springs will be closely monitored. If groundwater inflow rates into mine
openings are excessive, where necessary Alton Coal Development, LLC will use
a suitable technique to minimize groundwater inflow rates into the mine. These
techniques may include the use of bentonite or natural clay filled cutoff walls or
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other means where appropriate to isolate and protect groundwater resources up-
gradient of mining activities, and

2) Individual mine pits in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine will remain open for short
lengths of time, generally no more than about 60 to 120 days (measured from the
time the mining of the pit is completed to the time the pit is backfilled).
Consequently, any potential impacts to spring discharge rates in the alluvial
groundwater system in this area will likely be short-lived. Because the alluvial
groundwater recharge areas are located well up-gradient of proposed mining areas
(mountain-front recharge) and will not be impacted, recharge to the alluvial
system should continue uninterrupted, it is anticipated that water levels in the
artesian groundwater system should recover from any mining-related declines in
hydraulic head subsequent to the completion of mining in the area.

Groundwater discharge from the springs in the northwest %4 of Section 29, T39S, R5W
(See Drawing 7-4; groundwater discharge area A) do not contribute any measurable
baseflow discharge to streams in the area. This conclusion is based on the lack of any
baseflow discharge in streams down-gradient of this area in Sink Valley (see monitoring
data for SW-6 and SW-9). Rather, most of this discharge is likely ultimately lost to
evapotranspiration as the water migrates across the low-permeability, near-surface clayey
sediments in Sink Valley. Consequently, the potential temporary diminution of discharge
from alluvial springs in the northwest % of Section 29, T39S, R5W would not result in
appreciable adverse impacts to the surrounding hydrologic balance.

It is considered likely that the average hydraulic conductivity of the placed run-of-mine
backfill material will be low. This is because of the pervasiveness of low-permeability,
clay-rich materials in the mine overburden and the anisotropic nature of the placed fill
material. Consequently, the potential for the migration of appreciable quantities of
groundwater through the fill is considered low. However, to minimize the potential for
long-term impacts to the alluvial groundwater system in Sink Valley up-gradient of
mining areas that could occur as a result of the long-term draining of alluvial
groundwater into the pit backfill area, a permanent, engineered low-permeability barrier
will be emplaced adjacent to the undisturbed alluvial sediments along the eastern edge of
the pit 15 disturbance area. Information and design details for this low-permeability
barrier are provided in Appendix 7-10. An evaluation of the permanent barrier for pit 15
has been performed by Mr. Alan O. Taylor of Taylor Geo-Engineering, LLC.
Information in the Taylor Geo-Engineering report indicates that the 50-foot wide barrier
will prevent any appreciable drainage of alluvial groundwater from the coarse-grained
alluvial groundwater system centered east of the permit area into the backfilled pit areas.
Laboratory analysis of the Tropic Shale material from which the barrier will be
constructed indicates that the compacted shale material will perform adequately to
successfully contain the alluvial groundwater. Using this technique, the pit areas will be
reclaimed to restore the approximate pre-existing groundwater levels in Sink Valley.

Accordingly, the potential for impacts to subirrigation and soil moisture in the lands up-
gradient of mining areas will be minimized by both the placment of the low-permability
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backfill, and the emplacement of the low-permeability engineered barrier adjacent to Pit
15.

The potential for short-term impacts to subirrigation and soil moisture in the lands up-
gradienet of proposed mining areas will be minimized through the implementation of the
hydrology resource contingency plan described in Appendix 7-9.

The Coal Hollow Mine has designed a plan to divert upgradient alluvial groundwater
through an alluvial groundwater interceptor drain system te-a-sump-and-then-after
setthne-to-Lower RobinsenCreek. This plan is designed to minimize the potential for
the interception of alluvial groundwater in the mine pit areas and to protect alluvial
groundwater quality. The details of this plan are described in the Coal Hollow Mine
Alluvial Groundwater Management Plan, which is presented in Appendix 7-9.

[f any Utah State appropriated water rights are impacted by mining and reclamation
operations in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine, these will be replaced according to all
applicable Utah State laws and regulations using the designated water replacement source
described in Section 727 above.

728.320 Presence of acid-forming or toxic-forming materials

Chemical information on the acid- and toxic-forming potential of earth materials
naturally present in the proposed permit area are presented in Appendix 6-2. Chemical
information on the low-sulfur Smirl coal seam proposed for mining is presented in
Appendix 6-1 (confidential binder). Based on laboratory analytical data, it is apparent
that acid-forming and toxic-forming materials that could result in the contamination of
surface-water or groundwater supplies in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and
adjacent area are generally not present.

Total selenium (with a 5 mg/kg laboratory lower detection limit) was not detected in any
of the samples from the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area. Water-extractable
selenium concentrations were also generally low (see Section 728.332 below).

Likewise, concentrations of water-extractable boron were also low, being less than 3
mg/kg in all samples analyzed. The pH of groundwaters in and around the proposed
Coal Hollow Mine permit area are moderately alkaline (UDOGM, 2007). Data in
Appendix 6-2 likewise indicate moderately alkaline conditions in sediments in the
proposed permit area. The solubility of dissolved trace metals is usually limited in waters
with alkaline pH conditions. Consequently, high concentrations of these metal
constituents in groundwaters and surface waters with elevated pH levels are not
anticipated. Additionally, most of the materials that will be handled as part of mining
and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine area are of low hydraulic
conductivity (i.e. clays, silts, shales, siltstones, claystones, etc.). Consequently, it is
anticipated that groundwater seepage volumes through low-permeability backfill and
reclaimed land surfaces in reclaimed mine pit areas and excess spoils storage areas will
not be large. Additionally, reclaimed areas will be regraded, sloped, and otherwise
managed to minimize the potential for land erosion, to restore approximate surface-water
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drainage patterns, and also to minimize the potential for ponding of surface waters on
reclaimed areas (other than “roughening” or “gouging” of some areas to enhance
reclamation). Thus, the potential for interactions between large amounts of disturbed
earth materials and groundwaters and surface waters, which could result in leaching of

chemical constituents into groundwater and surface-water resources, will be minimized.

Additionally, the mining plan calls for the emplacement of 40 inches of suitable cover
material over backfilled areas made up of material types which could appreciably impact
vegetation (materials with elevated SAR ratios or other physical or chemical
characteristics that could adversely impact vegetation).

The neutralization potential greatly exceeded the acid potential in all overburden and
underburden samples analyzed, with the neutralization potential commonly exceeding the
acid potential by many times, suggesting that acid-mine-drainage will not be a concern at
the proposed Coal Hollow Mine (see Section 728.332 below for a further discussion)
Acid-forming materials in western coal mine environments often consist of sulfide
minerals, commonly including pyrite and marcasite, which, when exposed to air and
water, are oxidized causing the liberation of H' ions (acid) into the water. Oxidation of
sulfide minerals may occur in limited amounts in the mine pits where oxygenated water
encounters sulfide minerals. However, the acid produced by pyrite oxidation is quickly
consumed by dissolution of abundant, naturally occurring carbonate minerals (Appendix
6-2). Dissolved iron is readily precipitated as iron-hydroxide in well aerated waters, and
consequently excess iron is not anticipated in mine discharge water.

Other acid-forming materials or toxic-forming materials have not been identified in
significant concentrations nor are such suspected to exist in materials to be disturbed by
mining.

Because of the overall low-permeability of the rock strata and sediments surrounding the
mine workings (primarily the shales and claystones of the lower Tropic Shale), the
potential for seepage of mine water outward into adjacent stratigraphic horizons is low.
Additionally, because the floors of the mine pits need to be accessible in order to extract
the coal, the mining operations will be carried out in such a manner that the accumulation
of large amounts of water in the mine pits will be avoided.

728.331 Sediment vield from the disturbed area.

Erosion from disturbed areas will be minimized through the use of silt fences and other
sediment control devices. Surface runoff occurring on disturbed areas will be collected
and treated as necessary to remove suspended matter. Four diversion ditches along with
four sediment impoundments are proposed for the permit area. In addition,
miscellaneous controls such as silt fence and berms are also proposed for specific areas.
The proposed locations for these structures are shown on Drawing 5-3. Details
associated with these structures can be viewed on Drawings 5-25 through 5-34 and
Appendix 5-2.
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The smallest practicable area, consistent with reasonable and safe mine operational
practices will be disturbed at any one time during the mining operation and reclamation
phases. This will be accomplished through progressive backfilling, grading, and prompt
revegetation of disturbed areas. The backfilled material will be stabilized by grading to
promote a reduction of the rate and volume of runoff in accordance with the applicable
requirements. The excess spoil and fill above approximate original contour will be
graded to a maximum 3h:1v slope and revegetated to minimize erosion.

Cut ditches will be established on the shoulders of all primary roads to control drainage
and erosion. Cut and fill slopes along the primary roads will be minimal and are not
expected to cause significant erosion. In locations where there are culvert crossings (i.e.
Lower Robinson Creek), the fills slopes will be stabilized by utilizing standard methods
such as grass matting or straw wattles. The location and details for roads can be viewed
on Drawings 5-3 and 5-22 through 5-24.

Through the implementation of these sediment control measures, it is anticipated that
sediment yield from disturbed areas in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area will
be minimized.

728.332 Impacts to important water quality parameters

As discussed above, appreciable quantities of groundwater are not anticipated to be
intercepted in the Tropic Shale overlying proposed mining areas. Consequently,
discharge of Tropic Shale groundwaters from mining areas is not anticipated. Because of
the very low hydraulic conductivity of the marine Tropic Shale unit which immediately
overlies the coal in proposed mining areas, the lateral migration of appreciable amounts
of groundwater outward from proposed mine pit areas is not anticipated. Therefore, no
impacts to important water quality parameters in surrounding groundwater and surface-
water resources that could result from the interception of Tropic Shale groundwaters are
anticipated.

Similarly, appreciable quantities of groundwater are not expected to emanate from the
Dakota Formation in the mine floor into the mine openings. This conclusion is based on
the fact that 1) vertical and horizontal groundwater flow in the Dakota Formation is
impeded by the presence of low-permeability shales that encase the interbedded lenticular
sandstone strata in the formation (i.e., the formation is not a good aquifer), 2) appreciable
natural discharge from the Dakota Formation in the surrounding area to springs or
streams is not observed, supporting the conclusion that the natural flux of groundwater
through the formation is meager, and 3) mining will commence near the truncated up-dip
end of the formation, minimizing the potential for elevated hydraulic head in the Dakota
Formation. The results of slug testing performed on wells screened in the Smirl coal
seam indicate relatively low values of hydraulic conductivity for the coal seam (Table 7-
8). In much of the proposed mining area, the coal seam is dry. Thus, large inflows of
groundwater from the coal seam into mine workings are not anticipated. Likewise, the
potential for seepage out of mine pits through the coal seam is minimal. Consequently,
impacts to important water-quality parameters in the Dakota Formation potentially
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resulting from mining operations are not anticipated, nor are impacts to important water-
quality parameters in surrounding groundwater and surface-water systems anticipated as
a result of interactions with intercepted Dakota Formation groundwater.

The water quality of groundwaters in the alluvial groundwater system up-gradient of
mining operations will likely not be impacted by mining and reclamation activities in the
proposed Coal Hollow Mine. Were alluvial groundwaters intercepted by mine openings
allowed to flow into the mine pits, there would be the potential for substantially increased
TDS concentrations as the water interacts with the marine Tropic Shale and the Smirl
coal seam. This occurrence will be avoided.

As groundwater naturally migrates through the shallow, fine-grained alluvial sediments
in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area (most evident in Sink
Valley), the quality of the water is naturally degraded (see Appendix 7-1). In the distal
portions of Sink Valley, most notably concentrations of magnesium, sulfate, and
bicarbonate are elevated in the alluvial groundwater.

The potential for TDS increases associated with interaction of waters with the Tropic
Shale can be minimized by avoiding contact where practical between water sources and
earth materials containing soluble minerals. Where possible, groundwater that will be
encountered in alluvial sediments along the margins of mine pit areas will be routed
through pipes, ditches or other conveyance methods away from mining areas via gravity
drainage so as to prevent or minimize the potential for interaction with sediments
disturbed by mining operations (including contact with the mined coal seam). If diverted
alluvial groundwater were allowed to interact extensively with the Tropic Shale bedrock
or Tropic Shale-derived alluvial sediments, similar increases in magnesium, sulfate,
bicarbonate, and TDS concentrations would be anticipated. Consequently, where
intercepted groundwaters will be routed around disturbed areas through pipes or well-
constructed and maintained ditches, it is anticipated that detrimental impacts to important
water quality parameters in these waters will be minimal.

The pumping and discharging of mine water from mine pits at the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine permit area is not anticipated. The impoundment of substantial quantities of water
within the mine pits would likely result in degradation of groundwater quality and is also
not compatible with the proposed surface mining technique (the coal extraction
operations occur at the bottom of the mine pit and thus they cannot be performed in
flooded mine pits). As discussed above, the only likely foreseeable source of appreciable
quantities of groundwater is from the alluvial groundwater systems overlying the low-
permeability Tropic Shale in proposed mining areas. Where this alluvial groundwater is
encountered in mining areas, it will be diverted away from mine workings prior to
significant interaction with sediments in disturbed areas. Any discharge from the mine
pits that does occur will be regulated under a Utah UPDES discharge permit.

Acid mine drainage is not anticipated at the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area.
This is due primarily to the relatively low sulfur content of the coal (see Appendix 6-1;
confidential binder) and rock strata in the permit and adjacent area, and to the
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pervasiveness of carbonate minerals in the soil and rock strata which neutralize the
acidity of the water if it occurs. If sulfide mineral oxidation and subsequent acid
neutralization via carbonate dissolution were to occur, increases in TDS, calcium,
magnesium, sulfate, and bicarbonate concentrations (and possibly also sodium
concentrations via ion-exchange with calcium or magnesium on exchangeable clays)
would be anticipated.

An analysis of the acid/base potential of samples collected from the overburden and
underburden in the proposed mining area indicates that acid mine drainage will be
unlikely to occur at the Coal Hollow Mine. The results of laboratory analysis of the
acid/base potential of samples collected from the overburden, underburden, and Smirl
coal zone are presented in Appendix 6-2. None of the overburden or underburden
samples were acid forming, as each of the intervals sampled showed excess neutralization
potential. Taken as a whole, the un-weighted composite average acid/base potential of
the 57 overburden and underburden samples indicates a net neutralization potential of
174 tons per kiloton. The neutralization potential of the composite
overburden/underburden (180 tons per kiloton) exceeds the acid potential (5.5 tons per
kiloton) by more than 32 times. A general consensus opinion mentioned by the National
Mine Land Reclamation Center (OSM, 1998) is that if the net acid/base potential exceeds
30 tons per kiloton, and the ratio of neutralization potential to acid potential exceeds two,
then alkaline water will be generated and acid mine drainage will not occur. The
acid/base characteristics of composite overburden and underburden in the Coal Hollow
Mine area greatly exceed both of these two criteria, suggesting the strong likelihood that
acid mine drainage will not be an issue at the Coal Hollow Mine.

Because of the net neutralization potential of the composite overburden/underburden in
the Coal Hollow Mine area described above, the pH values of groundwater in fill areas
will likely be neutral to alkaline. Accordingly, the solubility of dissolved trace metal
species in the alkaline water will likely be low. Consequently, the potential for the
mobilization and transport of trace metals in groundwater in the fill will likely also be
low. Concentrations of total selenium, water extractable selenium, water extractable
boron and other important chemical species in the overburden samples from the Coal
Hollow Mine area are generally low. Water extractable selenium concentrations in the
analyzed Dakota Formation underburden samples range from 0.05 to 0.2 mg/kg (see
Appendix 6-2). Water extractable boron concentrations in the Dakota Formation
underburden in a single location (CH-08; 6.5 mg/kg) marginally exceed the Division
standard of 5 mg/kg. The limited quantities of material containing water extractable
selenium and boron in these concentration ranges in backfill materials are not anticipated
to result in appreciably elevated selenium or boron concentrations in groundwater or
surface water supplies. Because the hydraulic conductivity of the composite run-of-mine
backfill material (which will be rich with clays, silts, and shale) is expected to be low, the
flux of groundwater that might migrate through the backfilled pit areas is likely to be low.
Additionally, the reclaimed land surface will be graded to promote runoff of surface
waters overlying backfilled areas, thus minimizing the potential for infiltration of surface
waters into backfilled areas. Consequently, the potential for acid mine drainage or toxic
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drainage from backfilled areas to surrounding groundwater and surface-water supplies
will be minimized.

As outlined in the topsoil and subsoil sampling plan in Chapter 2 of this MRP, materials
with poor quality SAR, elevated selenium or boron concentrations, or poor pH as defined
by Division guidelines will not be placed in the upper four feet of the reclaimed surface.
These materials will also not be placed in the backfill within the top four feet of
ephemeral drainages with 100 year flood plains, or in the top four feet in surface water
impoundments, or in the top four feet in intermittent or perennial drainages including 100
year flood plains as outlined in the Division guidelines. Materials placed in the top four
feet will be sampled to ensure that only suitable materials are placed in the top four feet
of the reclaimed surface.

It is noteworthy that in the neighboring state of Wyoming, a water extractable selenium
standard of 0.3 mg/kg is considered suitable for topsoil and topsoil substitutes, with
concentrations ranging from 0.3 to 0.8 mg/kg being considered marginally suitable for
topsoil and topsoil substitute.

As is typical with coal seams regionally, laboratory analyses of coal samples from the
Coal Hollow Mine area indicates that there is a net acid forming potential in the coals of
the Smirl coal zone (see Appendix 6-2). However, the mining plans call for the mining
and removal of 95% of the total coal seam thickness from mining areas, leaving only
minor amounts of coal in backfilled areas. Consequently, the potential contribution to the
overall acid/base potential of the composite backfill material would be small. Assuming
a worst-case-scenario — that all the coal would be retained in the backfill material — the
calculated acid/base potential of the composite backfill material is still well within the
limits suggested by OSM (1998) to indicate that alkaline discharge without acid mine
drainage would be likely.

As described in Chapter 5, Section 532, surface runoff that occurs on disturbed areas will
be treated through sedimentation ponds or other sediment-control devices and particulate
matter will be allowed to settle prior to the discharging of the water to the receiving
water, thus controlling suspended solids concentrations.

At any mining operation there is the potential for contamination of soils, surface-water
and groundwater resources resulting from the spillage of hydrocarbons. Diesel fuels,
oils, greases, and other hydrocarbons products will be stored and used at the mine site for
a variety of purposes. A spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan will be
implemented that will help minimize any potential detrimental impacts to the
environments.

Spill control kits will be provided on all mining equipment and personnel will be trained
to properly control spills and dispose of any contaminated soils in an appropriate manner.
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Based on these findings, it is concluded that the potential for mining and reclamation
activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area to cause detrimental impacts to
important water quality parameters is minimal.

728.333 Flooding or streamflow alteration

As described above, appreciable groundwater inflow from the Tropic Shale and Dakota
Formation into mine pits at the proposed Coal Hollow Mine are not anticipated.
Appreciable groundwater inflows are anticipated only from the relatively thin, overlying
alluvial groundwater systems. The thicknesses of the alluvium adjacent to mine openings
in the proposed mining areas is generally less than 40 to 50 feet. The hydraulic
conductivities of the predominantly clayey and silty alluvial sediments are low, and
consequently, very large or sudden groundwater inflows into mine openings are not
anticipated. Where appreciable alluvial groundwater is encountered adjacent to mine
openings, it will be routed away from mining areas through ditches of other conveyance
mechanisms. Details of the Coal Hollow Mine Alluvial Groundwater Management Plan
are provided in Appendix 7-9. Consequently, discharge of mine water from the mine pits
is not anticipated. The rates of alluvial groundwater drainage that could occur will likely
not be of a magnitude that could potentially cause flooding or streamflow alteration in
either the Sink Valley Wash or Lower Robinson Creek drainages.

If excess groundwater were to be encountered during mining operations such that it could
not be adequately managed or discharged in compliance with the Utah UPDES discharge
permit (which is considered unlikely), Alton Coal Development, LLC may when
necessary construct supplemental containment and settlement ponds in which mine
discharge waters may be held for treatment (where necessary) and subsequent discharge
through UPDES discharge points in compliance with the UPDES discharge permit,
minimizing the potential for flooding or streamflow alteration in areas adjacent to
mining. Fe-ensure-thatthenineis-ableto-dealwith-anyunforeseen

When coal mining near the eastern edge of the Coal Hollow Mine permit area occurs
(mine pits 13-15), special measures will be taken to minimize the potential for the
interception by the mine openings of large quantities of groundwater from artesian
groundwater system in the northwest % of Section 29, TSW, R39S, and to adequately
deal with groundwater inflows if such occur. Details of the contingency plan for this
occurrence are provided in Appendix 7-9.

When mining operations advance toward the eastern edge of the permit boundary in pit
15, material excavating in the alluvial sediments will be performed incrementally and
with caution. As excavation proceeds, if coarse, water-bearing alluvial sediments
(gravels) are encountered, overburden removal in that area will be stopped. The
excavation equipment operator will recover the exposed gravel zone with local
impermeable sediments (abundant in the alluvium in the area) to halt groundwater inflow
if possible. The hydrogeologist will be called to the site to access the hydrogeologic
conditions. An investigation of the situation will be performed and a suitable work plan
will be developed prior to the resumption of overburden removal in that area. The work
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plan will be designed to minimize the potential for intercepting unacceptably large
inflows of groundwater into the mine pits. The work plan will most likely involve
trenching in the alluvium in zones up-gradient of the mine pit area and the emplacement
of a low-permeability cut-off wall. The cut-off wall would be emplaced in the excavated
trench using acceptable native low-permeability materials. The cut-off wall would be
designed to isolate the mine openings from the coarse-grained alluvial groundwater
system sufficient to decrease mine inflows to acceptable levels (i.e. so as to minimize the
potential for detrimental impacts to the hydrologic balance and to minimize the potential
for flooding of mine pits or causing flooding or stream alteration).

As a temporary measure to manage any potential large groundwater inflows that may
occur in these areas prior to the installation of a suitable up-gradient hydraulic barrier, the
intercepted alluvial groundwaters would be routed along mine benches that “daylight” to
the natural land surface in areas to the south. The water would be diverted into pond 4
which has an appreciable storage capacity and discharge structure.

It should be noted that the interception of moderate amounts of groundwater from
shallow alluvial groundwater systems in these areas is considered likely. Modest inflows
of shallow groundwater intercepted by the mine workings in these areas would be
manageable and not of significant concern. The objective of the work plan would be to
ensure that strong hydrodynamic communication between the coarse-grained artesian
alluvial groundwater systems in the eastern portion of Sink Valley with the Coal Hollow
Mine workings is not established.

To prevent the migration of alluvial groundwater from the coarse-grained alluvial
groundwater system centered east of the mine permit area into mine pit backfill areas
after the completion of mining, a permanent low-permeability barrier will be constructed
along the eastern edge of the pit 15 area. Details of this plan are provided in Appendix 7-
10.

The rate at which alluvial groundwater will be intercepted by the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine will be variable by location and time in permit area. Because of the heterogeneity
inherent in most alluvial deposits, the quantifying of precise aquifer parameters in the
various mining areas is not straightforward. Additionally, the geometry of the mine
openings including the horizontal lengths and heights of mine pit faces adjacent to
saturated groundwater systems that are exposed at any point in time are dynamic
variables in the surface mining environment. Consequently, precise quantifications of
mine groundwater interception rates are not readily obtainable. However, using the
estimated mine pit groundwater inflow rates presented as discharge per linear foot of
open pit in Table 7-9, it is considered likely that mine interception will be on the order of
a few tens of gallons per minute in dry areas and at times when open pit sizes are small,
to several hundred gallons per minute in wetter areas and at times when the open pit size
is large. It is important to note that inflows into individual pit areas will be short lived, as
the individual pits will commonly remain open for a few weeks to a few months.
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The reasonably foreseeable maximum quantity of water that could be intercepted by the
Coal Hollow Mine is largely a function of the manner in which coal mining operations
are conducted in areas where the potential for encountering appreciable groundwater
inflows is greatest. If large areas of water-bearing coarse-grained sediments were to be
rapidly exposed in mine pit areas, large quantities of water would be anticipated (likely
several thousands of gallons per minute). However, as described above, mining
operations will be carried out in these areas using the special mining protocols described
above. Consequently, large cross-sectional exposures of water-bearing coarse-grained
alluvial sediments will not be allowed to be exposed to the mine pits and large inflows of
groundwater on that magnitude are not anticipated.

In the unanticipated event that excessive quantities of water were to flow into the mine
pits by any mechanism, the water would be pumped from the pits using a suitable pump
and piping equipment that will be located on-site at the Coal Hollow Mine for such a
contingency. Such water would be managed appropriately as required by all applicable
State and Federal regulations. It should be noted that it is not in the mine’s interest to
allow excessive water to flow into the mine pits. All reasonable efforts will be taken to
minimize the potential for flooding of the mine pits (an event that is not considered
reasonably foreseeable or probable to occur).

Through the implementation of the above described mining protocols in areas where
potentially large groundwater inflows could reasonably be anticipated to occur, the
potential for the interception of large quantities of water by the mine is minimized.
Consequently, the potential for flooding or streamflow alteration that could occur as a
result of intercepting and discharging large quantities of water will be minimized and is
considered unlikely.

The principal surface-water drainages in and adjacent to the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit area are in many locations not stable in their current configurations (see
photograph section). Currently, these stream drainages are actively eroding their
channels during precipitation events, resulting in down-cutting and entrenchment of
stream channels, the formation of unstable near-vertical erosional escarpments adjacent
to stream channels (which occasionally spall off into the stream channel), aggressive
headward erosion of stream channels and side tributaries, and the transport of large
quantities of sediment associated with torrential precipitation events. These processes are
currently actively ongoing in the proposed permit and adjacent area and the upper extents
of these erosional processes are in many locations migrating upward in stream channels,
resulting in increasing lengths of unstable stream channels.

Hereford (2002) suggests that the valley fill alluviation in the southern Colorado Plateau
occurred during a long-term decrease in the frequency of large, destructive floods, which
ended in about 1880 with the beginning of the historic arroyo cutting. Hereford (2002)
further suggests that the shift from deposition to valley entrenchment coincided with the
beginning of an episode of the largest floods in the preceding 400-500 years, which was
probably caused by an increased recurrence and intensity of flood-producing El Nino
Southern Oscillation events beginning at ca. A.D. 1870.
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The exact causes of the entrenchment of stream channels and the creation of the
numerous arroyos currently in existence in the southwestern United States are not
completely understood. Vogt (2008) suggests that three primary factors resulted in the
arroyo formation. These factors included 1) changes in climate that produced heavy
rainfall, 2) land-use practices such as livestock grazing, and 3) natural cycles of erosion
and deposition caused by internal adjustments to the channel system. The temporal
coincidence of the causes may have magnified the effect of each factor.

Each of these factors likely contributed to the formation of the entrenched stream
drainages and arroyos in the Coal Hollow Project area. Gregory (1917) states that
historical evidence indicates that the cutting of Kanab Creek began when a large storm
occurred on 29 July 1883, and that unusually large amounts of precipitation were
received in 1884-85. In this period the Kanab Creek channel was down-cut by 60 feet
and widened by 70 feet for a distance of about 15 miles. The lowering of Kanab Creek
may have resulted in a lowering of the local base level and consequent incision of both
Sink Valley Wash and Lower Robinson Creek. As suggested by Vogt (2008), other
factors, such as the heavy livestock grazing in the local area, which was occurring
contemporaneously with the heavy thunderstorm events, likely also contributed to the
overall conditions that brought about the stream down-cutting episode in the late 1800s.

While the precise sequence of events and conditions that triggered the arroyo formation
and stream entrenchment in the principle surface drainages in and adjacent to the Coal
Hollow Project area is not known, it is readily apparent that the principle surface water
drainages are not currently in a condition of equilibrium. Stream head-cutting (headward
erosion), bank erosion, and spalling of the steep stream channel walls are ongoing
processes in the Coal Hollow Project area.

The mining and reclamation plan for the Coal Hollow Mine has been designed to
minimize the potential for sediment yield and erosion in the mine permit area.
Accordingly, the mining and reclamation plan minimizes the potential for stream channel
erosion and instability within the permit area. No mining-related activities are planned
that would likely result in a worsening of the current instability of the surface water
drainages in the permit and adjacent area.

The Coal Hollow Mine mining and reclamation plan calls for reclamation activities
concurrent with mining progression, which results in the smallest disturbed area footprint
and minimizes the length of time that the land surface is susceptible to erosion. The plan
also calls for soil tackifiers to be used as a temporary soil stabilizer on reclamation areas
prior to seeding. Seeded areas will be mulched. Vegetation established in final
reclamation areas will minimize the potential for sediment yield and stream erosion in the
long term.

The potential for erosion on the planned excess spoils pile will likewise be minimized.
The design plans for the excess spoils pile call for the side slopes exceeding 60 feet in
height to be constructed with concave slopes to promote slope stability and to minimize

Chapter 7 7-44 10/12/2009
05/18/2012



the erosion potential. The excess spoils pile will also be revegetated to minimize the
erosion potential.

The Lower Robinson Creek reconstruction will likewise be constructed to promote
stability and resistance to erosion. Details of the Lower Robinson Creek reconstruction
are shown on Drawings 5-20A and 5-21A. The construction of the channel will include
riprap of the channel bottom and the inclusion of an inner flood plane to minimize
erosion during flooding events. The stream channel will be revegetated to minimize
erosion potential. The Lower Robinson Creek reconstruction is designed to leave the
drainage in a condition at final bond release that is at least as stable as the current pre-
mining condition.

Following reclamation, stream channels will be returned to a stable state to the extent
possible given the currently unstable state of natural drainage channels in the area.
Stream channels will be designed to withstand anticipated storm events, thus minimizing
the potential of flooding in the reclaimed areas.

The overall condition of the land surface and the surface-water drainages within the
permit area at final bond release will likely meet or exceed the current pre-mining
conditions. However, it should be noted that Alton Coal Development, LLC will have no
control over the land management practices and landowner activities that may be
implemented on the privately owned lands of the reclaimed Coal Hollow Mine area after
final bond release. Accordingly, the degree of erosional stability and overall conditions
in the reclaimed lands and stream drainages in the post bond-release period is not in the
control of Alton Coal Development, LLC.

The existing principle surface-water drainages adjacent to the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine permit area have large discharge capacities (lower Sink Valley Wash below the
County Road 136 crossing, Lower Robinson Creek, and Kanab Creek). These drainages
periodically convey large amounts of precipitation runoff water associated with torrential
precipitation events. The anticipated discharge rates from alluvial groundwater drainage
and the maximum reasonably foreseeable amount of mine discharge water that could
potentially be required to be discharged from mine pits is much less than that periodically
occurring during major torrential precipitation events. The addition of modest amounts
of sediment-free water into these stream channels has the potential to cause minor
increases in channel erosion. However, the magnitude of this potential impact will likely
be small relative to that occurring during torrential precipitation events.

Most precipitation waters falling on disturbed areas will be contained in diversion ditches
and routed to sediment impoundments that are designed to impound seasonal water and
storms. Sediment control facilities will be designed and constructed to be geotechnically
stable. This will minimize the potential for breaches of sediment control structures, which if
they occur could result in down-stream flooding and increases in stream erosion and
sediment yield. Emergency spillways will be part of the impoundment structures to provide
a non-destructive discharge route should capacities ever be exceeded.
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Details associated with these structures can be viewed on Drawings 5-25 through 5-34
and Appendix 5-2.

It should be noted that during the startup and construction phase of the mine operation,
while the ditches and sediment control ponds are being constructed, temporary silt
control measures will be utilized. These measures may include the use of silt fences or
other appropriate sediment control measures as necessary.

As shown on Drawing 5-26, there are two sediment impound watershed areas within the
mine permit area (Watershed 5 and Watershed 6) from which precipitation runoff water
will not be routed through sediment ponds.

Watershed 5 area includes 28 acres near the Sink Valley Wash/Lower Robinson Creek
drainage divide. The land surface in Watershed 5 is relatively flat, sloping at about a one
percent grade. Because of the flatness of the land surface in Watershed 5, it is not
practical to construct ditches to convey water from this area to a sediment pond.
Consequently, control of sediment in runoff water from Watershed 5 will be
accomplished through the use of a silt fence or other appropriate sediment control
measure placed along the western permit boundary adjacent to Watershed 5 (see Drawing
5-26). Precipitation water falling on Watershed 5 will be retained as soil moisture,
retained in the lowest portions of the watershed and allowed to evaporate or infiltrate or,
after treatment with silt fences or other appropriate sediment control measures, allowed to
flow down gradient onto lower lying adjacent areas.

Watershed 6 includes 19 acres located within the permit boundary east of the proposed
Lower Robinson Creek reconstruction (see Drawing 5-26). The land surface in this area
slopes gently toward the west at an approximately three to four percent grade. The
Watershed 6 area will be isolated from a sediment pond by the reconstructed Lower
Robinson Creek stream channel. Control of sediment in Watershed 6 will be
accomplished through the installation of a silt fence or other appropriate sediment control
measure along the margin of the watershed as shown on Drawing 5-26. The soils on the
post-mining land surface in Watershed 6 will initially be stabilized with the use of
tackifiers. Subsequent revegetation of the land surface in Watershed 6 will minimize the
potential for erosion. After treatment with silt fences or other appropriate sediment
control measures, precipitation water falling on Watershed 6 will be allowed to flow
down-gradient toward adjacent lands or toward the Lower Robinson Creek stream
channel.

The potential for flooding or streamflow alteration resulting from mining and reclamation
activities at the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area is considered minimal.

728.334 Groundwater and surface water availability

Groundwater use in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area is generally
limited to stock watering and domestic use in Sink Valley. Some limited use of spring
discharge water for irrigation has occurred in Sink Valley, although such irrigation is not
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occurring presently nor has it occurred in at least the past 10 years. The areas of
groundwater use in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area are located
in the northwest % of Section 29, T39S, RSW (see Drawing 7-4; groundwater discharge
area A), and in the northwest % of Section 32, T39S, R5W (see Drawing 7-4;
groundwater discharge area B). The likely future availability of groundwater in each of
these areas is discussed below.

Groundwater discharge area A (Northwest Y%, Section 29, T39S, R5W)

Groundwater use in area A occurs from several alluvial springs and seeps that are used
for stock watering and limited domestic use. As described in Section 728.311 above,
short-term diminution in discharge rates from springs in northwest % of Section 29,
T39S, R5W are possible as mining operations advance toward these springs. This
potential impact is associated with the possible drainage of up-gradient alluvial
groundwater into mine openings as mining advances toward groundwater discharge area
A. Because individual mine pits will typically remain open for less than about 60 to 120
days (measured from the time the mining of the pit is completed to the time the pit is
backfilled) before subsequently being backfilled and reclaimed, the potential for long-
term drainage of alluvial groundwater into the mine voids is negligible, and thus any
potential decreases in alluvial discharge in groundwater discharge area A is anticipated to
be short-lived.

If groundwater inflow rates into mine openings in this area are excessive, such that
appreciable impacts to the springs and seeps in groundwater discharge area A are likely,
where necessary Alton Coal Development, LLC will use a suitable technique to minimize
groundwater inflow rates into the mine voids. These techniques may include the use of
bentonite or natural clay filled cutoff walls or other means where appropriate to isolate
and protect groundwater resources up-gradient of mining activities. Consequently, the
potential that groundwater could become unavailable in this area is minimal.
Additionally, if alluvial groundwater resources were to become unavailable in this area
due to mining and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area,
groundwater will be replaced according to all applicable State laws and regulations using
the replacement water source described in Section 727 above. Details of the contingency
plan for this occurrence are provided in Appendix 7-9.

To prevent the migration of alluvial groundwater from the coarse-grained alluvial
groundwater system centered east of the mine permit area into mine pit backfill areas
after the completion of mining, a permanent low-permeability barrier will be constructed
along the eastern edge of the pit 15 area. Details of this plan are provided in Appendix 7-
10.

It should be noted that the proposed water replacement source is a new well that will
produce groundwater from the coarse-grained alluvial groundwater system in Sink
Valley. Nearby springs that could potentially be impacted by mining and reclamation
activities are supported by the same alluvial groundwater system. However, while
modest decreases in the artesian hydraulic pressures in the alluvial groundwater system
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could potentially result in diminution of spring flows, the new well will be equipped with
an electric well pump providing the capability to produce groundwater from the alluvial
system even if the hydraulic head in the alluvial groundwater system were to be
diminished such that artesian flow conditions temporarily ceased to exist.

Groundwater discharge area B (Northwest %, Section 32, T39S, R5W)

Groundwater use in groundwater discharge area B occurs at alluvial springs and seeps
located southeast of the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area that are used for stock
watering and limited domestic use. As described in Section 728.311 above, although
some temporary and short-lived diminution in discharge rates from springs in northwest
Vs of Section 29, T39S, R5SW is possible, this potential impact is not considered likely.

In the event that alluvial groundwater resources were to become unavailable in this area
due to mining and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area,
groundwater will be replaced according to all applicable State laws and regulations using
the replacement water source described in Section 727 above.

Surface-water availability

Surface-water use in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent area occurs in
the Sink Valley Wash drainage and in Lower Robinson Creek. Surface waters in the Sink
Valley Wash drainage (primarily from Water Canyon via an irrigation diversion and from
Swapp Hollow; appreciable discharge in Sink Valley Wash below Section 29 T39S, RSW
is usually absent) are utilized for both stock watering and limited irrigation use. Stream
water in the Sink Valley Wash drainage is derived from runoff from the adjacent
Paunsaugunt Plateau area. Because the surface water in the drainage originates from
areas up-gradient areas located large distances from proposed mining areas, and because
the stream channel is entirely outside the permit area and will not be impacted by mining
and reclamation activities, there is essentially no probability that surface water
availability in the Sink Valley Wash drainage could become unavailable as a result of
mining and reclamation activities.

Discharge in Lower Robinson Creek immediately above the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit area typically occurs only in direct response to significant precipitation or
snowmelt events. Thus, surface-water availability is currently limited in this drainage
prior to any mining activities.

Seepage of alluvial groundwater into the deeply incised lower Robinson Creek stream
channel occurs near the contact with the underlying Dakota Formation in the southeast
quarter of Section 19, T39S, RSW. This water is likely related to saturated alluvial
deposits directly underlying the Robinson Creek stream channel and emerges near where
the stream channel intersects the alluvial groundwater system. This seepage of alluvial
water is usually about 5 - 10 gpm or less and is routinely monitored at monitoring station
SW-§ (Drawing 7-2).
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It should be noted that the proposed Coal Hollow Mine plan calls for the permanent
diversion of a reach of the Lower Robinson Creek stream channel approximately 2,000
feet in length in the southeast % of Section 19, T39S, RSW. Details of the proposed
diversion are given in Chapter 5, Section 527.220 of this MRP. If this action results in
diminution of the meager discharge of surface water in the drainage below the planned
diversion, where required a suitable mitigation for this potential impact will be designed
and implemented in consultation with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

The information presented above suggests that the potential for significant impacts to
groundwater and surface-water availability resulting from mining and reclamation
activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent systems in the region is
low.

728.340 Whether mining and reclamation activity will result in

contamination, diminution or interruption of State-appropriated
waters

State appropriated water rights in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent
area are shown on Drawing 7-3 and tabulated in Appendix 7-3.

Appropriated groundwaters include alluvial springs and seeps in the northwest ' of
Section 29, T39S, R5W (groundwater discharge area A), springs and seeps in the
northwest % of Section 32, T39S, RSW (groundwater discharge area B). State
appropriated surface waters include reaches of Sink Valley Wash east of the proposed
Coal Hollow Mine permit area, and reaches of Lower Robinson Creek.

The potential for mining and reclamation activities at the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit area to result in contamination, diminution or interruption of State-appropriated
water in the proposed Coal Hollow Permit and adjacent area are described in detail in
Sections 728.310, 728.320, 728.332, and 728.334.

With the possible exception of short-term diminution in discharge rates from springs and
seeps in the northwest % of Section 29, T39S, RSW, Contamination, diminution, or
interruption of State-appropriated waters in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and
adjacent area are not anticipated. It should be noted that if groundwater inflow rates into
mine openings in this area are excessive, such that appreciable impacts to the springs and
seeps in groundwater discharge area A are likely, where necessary Alton Coal
Development, LLC will use a suitable technique to minimize groundwater inflow rates
into the mine voids. These techniques may include the use of bentonite or natural clay
filled cutoff walls or other means where appropriate to isolate and protect groundwater
resources up-gradient of mining activities, minimizing the potential for diminution of
discharge rates from these springs.

Additionally, it should be noted that the proposed Coal Hollow Mine plan calls for the
temporary diversion of a reach of the Lower Robinson Creek stream channel
approximately 2,000 feet in length in the southeast ' of Section 19, T39S, R5W. Details
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of the proposed diversion are given in Chapter 5, Section 527.220 of this MRP. If this
action results in diminution of the meager discharge of surface water in the drainage
below the planned diversion, where required a suitable mitigation for this potential
impact will be designed and implemented in consultation with the Division of Oil, Gas
and Mining.

In the event that any State appropriated waters were to be contaminated, diminished, or
interrupted due to mining and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine
permit area, groundwater will be replaced according to all applicable State laws and
regulations using the replacement water source described in Section 727 above.
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730 OPERATION PLAN

Coal mining in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit area will occur using surface
mining techniques. All coal mining and reclamation operations will be conducted to
minimize disturbance to the hydrologic balance within the permit and adjacent areas, to
prevent material damage to the hydrologic balance outside the permit area and support
approved postmining land uses in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
approved permit and the performance standards of R645-301 and R645-302. Operations
will be conducted to assure the protection or replacement of water rights in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the approved permit and the performance standards of
R645-301 and R645-302.

In order to maximize the use and conservation of the coal resource, coal will be recovered
using large hydraulic backhoes or front end loaders and off-road trucks. Mined coal will
be hauled to a central coal processing area for crushing and placement into a stockpile.
Coal from the stockpile will be transferred into a bin and loaded into over the road trucks
for transport.

The plan, with Drawings, cross sections, narrative, descriptions, and calculations
indicates how the relevant requirements will be met. The lands subject to coal mining and
reclamation operations over the estimated life of the operations are identified and briefly
described. All appropriate information is located in the subsequent sections and
Drawings 5-1 through 5-39 and Appendices AS-1 through A5-3.

731 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Operations will be conducted to assure protection or replacement of water rights in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the approved permit and the performance
standards of R645-301 and R645-302.

Groundwater and Surface-Water Protection

To protect the hydrologic balance, coal mining and reclamation operations will be
conducted to handle earth materials and runoff in a manner that minimizes acid, toxic, or
other harmful infiltration to the groundwater system. Additionally, excavations, and
disturbances will be managed to prevent or control discharges of pollutants to the
groundwater.

Products including chemicals, fuels, and oils used in the mining process will be stored
and used in a manner that minimizes the potential for these products entering
groundwater systems. Concrete oil and fuel containments will be constructed as shown
on Drawings 5-3 and 5-8.
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A facilities spill plan for the Coal Hollow Mine is provided in Appendix 7-5. When
operations begin, there will be an EPA SPCC plan available on site for inspection.

The wash bay sump sludge will be removed as necessary and transported off site to an
approved hazardous waste disposal facility.

The wash bay at the mine site will include a closed circuit water recycle system. This
system will eliminate and store water impurities and reroute water back through the wash
bay for cleaning equipment, thus minimizing water consumption the potential for
contamination of groundwater resources. Details for this structure can be viewed on
Drawings 5-3, and 5-8.

As mining operations approach springs and seeps in the northwest ' of Section 29, T39S,
R5W (See Drawing 7-4; groundwater discharge area A), there is the potential for
drainage of up-gradient into mine openings to cause short-lived diminution of discharge
from these springs. If groundwater inflow rates into mine openings in this area are
excessive, such that appreciable impacts to the springs and seeps in groundwater
discharge area A are likely, where necessary Alton Coal Development, LLC will use a
suitable technique to minimize groundwater inflow rates into the mine voids. These
techniques may include the use of bentonite or natural clay filled cutoff walls or other
means where appropriate to isolate and protect groundwater resources up-gradient of
mining activities, minimizing the potential for diminution of discharge rates from these
springs. Details of the contingency plan for this occurrence are provided in Appendix 7-
9.

To prevent the migration of alluvial groundwater from the coarse-grained alluvial
groundwater system centered east of the mine permit area into mine pit backfill areas
after the completion of mining, a permanent low-permeability barrier will be constructed
along the eastern edge of the pit 15 area. Details of this plan are provided in Appendix 7-
10.

The mine will replace loss of water identified for protection in this MRP that are
impacted by mining and reclamation operations.

To protect the hydrologic balance, coal mining and reclamation operations will be
conducted to handle earth materials and runoff in a manner that minimizes acidic or toxic
drainage, prevents to the extent possible, additional contributions of suspended solids to
streamflow outside the permit area and otherwise prevents water pollution. Runoff and
sediment control measures are described in detail in Chapter 5 of this MRP. The mine
will maintain adequate runoff- and sediment-control facilities to protect local surface
waters.

Discharge of mine water that has been disturbed by coal mining and reclamation
operations is not anticipated. However, any discharges of water from areas disturbed by
coal mining and reclamation operations that do occur will be made in compliance with all
Utah and federal water quality laws and regulations and with effluent limitations for coal
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mining promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency set forth in 40 CFR
part 434. Discharge of mine waters will be regulated by a Utah UPDES discharge
permit.

Water pollution associated with mining and reclamation activities within the permit areas
will be controlled by:

e Construction of berms and/or diversion ditches to control runoff from all facilities
areas.

e Roads will be constructed with ditches to capture runoff

e Diversion ditches will be constructed as necessary around active mining and
reclamation areas to capture runoff from those areas.

¢ Sedimentation impoundments will be constructed to control discharges

¢ In areas where impoundments or diversions are not suitable to the surrounding
terrain, silt fence or straw bales will be utilized to control sediment discharge
from the permit area.

In order to accomplish these objectives, watershed analysis of the permit and adjacent
areas has been completed and specific designs are established for each water pollution
control structure. Primary control structures include four sediment impoundments, four
diversion ditches and miscellaneous berms. The locations of these structures can be
viewed on Drawing 5-3. The detailed analysis for these structures and specific designs
can be viewed on Drawings 5-25 through 5-34. In addition, a geotechnical analysis of
the impoundments to ensure stability can be viewed in Appendix 5-1. The watershed and
structure sizing analysis can be viewed in Appendix 5-2. In addition to these primary
structures, temporary diversions and impoundments may also be implemented, as
necessary, in mining areas to further enhance pollution controls.

Sediment control measures will be located, maintained, constructed and reclaimed
according to plans and designs given under R645-301-732, R645-301-742 and R645-301-
760. Siltation structures and diversions will be located, maintained, constructed and
reclaimed according to plans and designs given under R645-301-732, R645-301-742 and
R645-301-763. Storm water and snow melt that occurs within the facilities area will be
routed to an impoundment that will contain sediment. This impoundment will have a
drop-pipe spillway installed that will allow removal of any oil sheens that may result
from parking lots or maintenance activities by using absorbent materials to remove the
sheen. Details for this impoundment can be viewed on Drawings 5-28.

There are four sediment impoundments proposed for the permit area. These structures
will be constructed using a combination of dozers and backhoes. The structures have
been designed to contain the required storm events as specified in Appendix 5-2. The
structures will have sediment removed as necessary to ensure the required capacities.
Details for these structures can be viewed on Drawings 5-25, 5-26 and 5-28 through 5-32.
Calculations and supporting text can be viewed in Appendix 5-2.

Chapter 7 7-54 10/12/2009
05/18/2012



Four diversion ditches along with four sediment impoundments are proposed for the
permit area. In addition, miscellaneous controls such as silt fence and berms are also
proposed for specific areas. The proposed locations for these structures are shown on
Drawing 5-3. Details associated with these structures can be viewed on Drawings 5-25
through 5-34 and Appendix 5-2.

The smallest practicable area, consistent with reasonable and safe mine operational
practices will be disturbed at any one time during the mining operation and reclamation
phases. This will be accomplished through progressive backfilling, grading, and prompt
revegetation of disturbed areas.

There are no other coal processing waste banks, dams or embankments proposed within
the permit area.

Diesel fuels, oils, greases, and other hydrocarbons products will be stored and used at the
mine site for a variety of purposes. A spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan
will be implemented that will help minimize any potential detrimental impacts to the
environments.

Products including potentially hazardous chemicals, fuels, and oils used in the mining
process will be stored and used in a manner that minimizes the potential for these
products to contaminate surface-water resources. Concrete oil and fuel containments will
be constructed as shown on Drawings 5-3 and 5-8.

The wash bay at the mine site will include a closed circuit water recycle system. This
system will eliminate and store water impurities and reroute water back through the wash
bay for cleaning equipment, thus minimizing water consumption the potential for
contamination of surface-water resources. Details for this structure can be viewed on
Drawings 5-3, 5-8, and Appendix 5-4.

Roads will be located, designed, constructed, reconstructed, used, maintained and
reclaimed according to R645-301-732.400, R645-301-742.400 and R645-301-762. The
specific plan for road locations and design are presented in R645-301-534. The location
and details for roads can be viewed on Drawings 5-3 and 5-22 through 5-24.

Roads will be located, designed, constructed, reconstructed, used, maintained and
reclaimed to control or prevent additional contributions of suspended solids to stream
flow or runoff outside the permit area; Neither cause nor contribute to, directly or
indirectly, the violation of effluent standards given under R645-301-751; minimize the
diminution to or degradation of the quality or quantity of surface- and ground-water
systems; and refrain from significantly altering the normal flow of water in streambeds or
drainage channels. No acid- or toxic-forming substances will be used in road surfacing.

All roads will be removed and reclaimed according to Drawings 5-35 and 5-36. The
estimated timetable for removing these roads is shown on Drawing 5-38. Cut ditches will
be established on the shoulders of all primary roads to control drainage and erosion. Cut
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and fill slopes along the primary roads will be minimal and are not expected to cause
significant erosion. In locations where there are culvert crossings (i.e. Lower Robinson
Creek), the fills slopes will be stabilized by utilizing standard methods such as grass
matting or straw wattles.

All wells will be managed to comply with R645-301-748 and R645-301-765. Water
monitoring wells will be managed on a temporary basis according to R645-301-738.

Wells constructed for monitoring groundwater conditions in the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine permit and adjacent area, including exploration holes and boreholes used for water
wells or monitoring wells, will be designed to prevent contamination of groundwater and
surface-water resources and to protect the hydrologic balance. A diagram depicting
typical monitoring well construction methods is shown in Drawing 7-11. Monitoring
wells will include a protective hydraulic seal immediately above the screened interval, an
annular seal plugging the borehole above the hydraulic seal to near the ground surface, ‘
and a concrete surface seal extending from the top of the hydraulic seal to the ground
surface which is sloped away from the well casing to prevent the entrance of surface
flows into the borehole area. Well casings will protrude above the ground surface a
sufficient height so as to minimize the potential for the entrance of surface water or other
material into the well. A steel surface protector with a locking cover will be installed at
monitoring wells to prevent access by unauthorized personnel. Where there is potential
for damage to monitoring wells, the wells will be protected through the use of barricades,
fences, or other protective devices. These protective devices will be periodically
inspected and maintained in good operating conditions. Monitoring wells will be locked
in a closed position between uses.

When no longer needed for monitoring or other use approved by the Division upon a finding
of no adverse environmental or health and safety effects, or unless approved for transfer as a
water well under R645-301-731.100 through R645-301-731.522 and R645-301-731.800,
each well will be capped, sealed, backfilled, or otherwise properly managed, as required by
the Division in accordance with R645-301-529.400, R645-301-631.100, and R645-301-748.
Permanent closure measures will be designed to prevent access to the mine workings by
people, livestock, fish and wildlife, machinery and to keep acid or other toxic drainage from
entering ground or surface waters.

If a water well is exposed by coal mining and reclamation operations, it will be permanently
closed unless otherwise managed in a manner approved by the Division.

Permanent closure and abandonment of water wells greater than 30 feet in depth will be in
accordance with the requirements of “Administrative Rules for Water Well Drillers”, State
of Utah, Division of Water Rights or other applicable state regulations. Abandonment of
wells will be performed by a licensed water well driller. The wells to be abandoned will be
completely filled using neat cement grout, sand cement grout, unhydrated bentonite, or
bentonite grout, or other materials approved by the Utah State Engineer’s office.
Alternatively, the well may be abandoned using a different procedure upon approval from
the Utah State Engineer’s office.
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Abandonment materials will be introduced at the bottom of the well or required sealing
interval and placed progressively upward to the top of the well. The casing will be severed a
minimum of 2 feet below the ground surface. A minimum of 2 feet of compacted native
material will be placed above the abandoned well upon completion.

Within 30 days of the completion of well abandonment procedures, a report will be
submitted to the State Engineer by the responsible licensed driller giving data related to the
abandonment of the well. This shall include the name of the licensed driller or other
person(s) performing abandonment procedures, name of well owner at the time of
abandonment, the address or location of the well by section, township, and range,
abandonment materials and equipment used, water right or file number covering the well,
the final disposition of the well, and the date of completion.

Water wells less than thirty feet deep are not regulated by the Utah Division of Water
Rights. The permanent closure and abandonment of water wells less than 30 feet deep will
be accomplished by filling the well casing with neat cement grout, sand cement grout,
unhydrated bentonite, or bentonite grout, or other appropriate materials. The well casing
will then be cut off below the ground surface and native materials placed over the
abandoned well site.

Exploration holes and boreholes will be backfilled, plugged, cased, capped, sealed, or
otherwise managed to prevent acid or toxic contamination of water resources and to
minimize disturbance to the prevailing hydrologic balance. Exploration holes and boreholes
will be managed to ensure the safety of people, livestock, fish and wildlife, and machinery.

If a water well is exposed by coal mining and reclamation operations, it will be permanently
closed unless otherwise managed in a manner approved by the Division.

If any exploration boreholes are to be used as monitoring wells or water wells, these will
meet the provisions of R645-301-731 and be managed according to the following.

Boreholes will be backfilled to within 1 foot of the land surface with concrete or other
materials approved by the Division as necessary to prevent contamination of groundwater or
surface-water resources or to protect the prevailing hydrologic balance. The upper
approximately 1 foot will be backfilled with native materials to facilitate reclamation (see
Drawing 6-11). Exploration holes and boreholes that may be uncovered during mining and
reclamation activities will be permanently closed unless approved for water monitoring or
otherwise managed in a manner approved by the Division.

If mining and reclamation activities result in the contamination, diminution, or
interruption of State appropriated groundwater or surface-water sources, replacement
water will be provided using the alternate water source described in R645-301-727.

Seasonal baseline water monitoring information for all water rights that could be affected
by mining in the permit and adjacent area have been submitted electronically to the
Division’s on-line hydrology database.
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731.200 Water Monitoring

This section describes the hydrologic monitoring plan. Locations of surface-water and
groundwater monitoring sites are indicated on Drawing 7-10. Hydrologic monitoring
protocols, sampling frequencies, and sampling sites are described in Table 7-4.
Groundwater and surface-water monitoring locations are listed in Table 7-5. Operational
field and laboratory hydrologic monitoring parameters for surface water are listed in
Table 7-6, and for groundwater in Table 7-7. The hydrologic monitoring plan during
reclamation will be the same as during the operational phase. The hydrologic monitoring
parameters have been selected in consultation with the Division’s directive Tech-006,
Water Monitoring Programs for Coal Mines.

The groundwater and surface-water monitoring plan is extensive and includes 54
monitoring sites. The monitoring plan is designed to monitor groundwater and surface-
water resources for any potential impacts that could potentially occur as a result of
mining and reclamation activities in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit and adjacent
area. Each of the sampling locations and their monitoring purpose are described below.

Streams

Kanab Creek will be monitored at sites SW-3 (above the permit area), and SW-2 (below
the permit area). Lower Robinson Creek will be monitored at sites SW-4 (above the
permit area), SW-101 (within the permit area), and SW-5 (below the permit area above
the confluence with Kanab Creek). The irrigation water near SW-4 will also be
monitored at site RID-1. Swapp Hollow creek will be monitored above the permit area at
site SW-8. Sink Valley Wash will be monitored at SW-6 (a small tributary to the wash
immediately below the permit area) and at SW-9, located in the main drainage below the
permit area. All of these locations, with the exception of RID-1) will be monitored for
discharge and water quality parameters specified in Table 7-6 quarterly, when reasonably
accessible. Additionally, Lower Robinson Creek will be monitored at site BLM-1, which
is near the location of alluvial groundwater emergence in the bottom of the stream
channel. BLM-1 and RID-1 will be monitored for discharge and field water quality
parameters.
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Springs

Eight springs from alluvial groundwater area A will be monitored including SP-8, SP-14,
SP-16, SP-19, SP-20, SP-22, SP-24 and Sorensen Spring. Spring SP-8 is a developed
spring in area A that provides culinary water for the Swapp Ranch house. SP-8 will be
monitored for discharge and operational laboratory water quality measurements quarterly
when reasonably accessible. Springs SP-14, SP-16, SP-19, SP-20, SP-22, SP-24 and
Sorensen Spring springs will be monitored for discharge and field water quality
measurements quarterly when reasonably accessible.

Springs SP-4 and SP-6, and SP-33, which are located in Sink Valley below the proposed
mining area, will also be monitored. SP-6 is an area of diffuse seepage above an earthen
impoundment in the wash immediately below the permit area. Spring SP-33 isa
developed spring that discharges into a pond below the permit area and provides culinary
water to two adjacent cabins. Each of these Springs SP-6 and SP-33 will be monitored
for discharge and operational laboratory water quality measurements quarterly when
reasonably accessible. SP-4 discharges from a fault/fracture system in the Dakota
Formation near the canyon margin in Sink Valley Wash below the permit area. Spring
SP-4 will be monitored for discharge and field water quality measurements quarterly
when reasonably accessible. Spring SP-3 discharges from pediment alluvium in the
upland area above Sink Valley Wash more than a mile from the permit area. It is
extremely unlikely that discharge rates or water quality at this spring could be impacted |
as a result of mining-related activities in the mine permit area. However, this spring will |
be monitored for discharge and field water quality measurements quarterly, primarily to
provide background data from springs in the region.

Wells

Wells Y-98 (Robinson Creek alluvium above the permit area), Y-45 (coal seam well in
Swapp Hollow above permit area), Y-102 (flowing alluvial well in alluvial groundwater
discharge area A), Y-36 (coal seam well in Sink Valley above the permit area), Y-38
(coal seam well in Sink Valley permit area), Y-61 (alluvial well at the Sorenson Ranch),
and C5-130 (new monitoring well in alluvial groundwater discharge A) will be monitored
quarterly when reasonable accessible. Well Y-61 will be monitored for groundwater
operational laboratory water quality parameters to monitor groundwater quality in
alluvial groundwater discharge area A. The other wells will be monitored for water level
only.

Additionally, 19 newly constructed monitoring wells constructed in the Sink Valley
alluvial groundwater system will be monitored quarterly. These include C2-15, C2-28,
C2-40, C3-15, C3-30, C3-40, C4-15, C4-30, C4-50, C7-20, C9-15, C9-25, C9-40, LS-28,
LS-60, LS-85, SS-15, SS-30, and SS-75. All of these wells will be monitored quarterly
for water level. Additionally, wells LS-85 and SS-30 will be monitored for groundwater
operational laboratory water quality measurements.
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Additionally two wells in the Lower Robinson Creek alluvium will be monitored for
water level and groundwater operational laboratory chemistry. These include UR-70
located above proposed mining locations in the Lower Robinson Creek drainage, and LR-
45, located below proposed mining areas adjacent to Lower Robinson Creek. It should
be noted that LR-45 is located near a proposed sediment pond impoundment.
Consequently, if this well becomes unsuitable for monitoring, an alternate location will
be used to monitor the Lower Robinson alluvial groundwater system in this area.

Wells C0-18 and C0-54 are located near the initial proposed mining areas in the Lower
Robinson Creek drainage. These will be monitored for water level quarterly.

It should be noted that many of the wells specified for monitoring in this monitoring plan
will at some point be destroyed or rendered inoperable as the mine workings precede
through the area. These wells will be monitored until such a time as they are destroyed or
become inoperable.

The possible need for an additional monitoring well located along the east-west permit
boundary in Section 30, T39S, R4W has been evaluated. As described in Section
728.332, based on the laboratory analyses of acid and toxic forming materials in the
overburden, coal seam, and underburden, it has been determined that discharges from the
mine areas will likely be alkaline in character and acid mine drainage will likely not
occur. Similarly, the potential for toxic drainage is not anticipated (see Section 728.332).
Additionally, given the general east to northeasterly direction of the bedrock dip in the
mine area, groundwater migrating through the pit backfill areas after mining will likely
migrate down slope in those same directions (to the east). Because the lower portions of
the highwalls surrounding the mine pit areas consist of relatively impermeable Tropic
Shale bedrock, the potential for migration of appreciable quantities of groundwater from
the mine pit fill areas into surrounding unmined areas is low (see Section 728.320).
Shallow alluvial groundwater that could potentially migrate to the west is monitored for
laboratory water quality parameters at well LR-45. Surface runoff from these areas is
monitored for laboratory water quality parameters at site SW-5, which is located in
Lower Robinson Creek below the proposed mining areas. For these reasons, the
installation and monitoring of an additional monitoring well is not deemed necessary at
this time.

Groundwater and surface-water monitoring will continue through the post-mining periods
until bond release. The monitoring requirements, including monitoring sites, analytical
parameters and the sampling frequency may be modified in the future in consultation
with the Division if the data demonstrate that such a modification is warranted.

731.530 State-appropriated water supply
The proposed water replacement well will be used both as a water supply source for the

mine and for water replacement if needed. Alton Coal Development, LLC commits to
having the water-replacement well (or other appropriate water replacement source as
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approved by the Division) drilled and developed before beginning overburden removal
for Pits 13, 14, and 15.
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731.600 Stream Buffer Zones

Any perennial or intermittent streams in the mine area will be protected by 100 foot
stream buffer zones on either side of these streams. Coal mining and reclamation
operations will not cause or contribute to the violation of applicable Utah or federal water
standards and will not adversely affect the water quality and quantity or other
environmental resources of the stream.

Temporary or permanent stream channel diversion will comply with R645-301-742-300.
It should be noted that the proposed Coal Hollow Mine plan calls for the temporary
diversion of a reach of the Lower Robinson Creek stream channel approximately 2,000
feet in length in the southeast % of Section 19, T39S, R5W. Details of the proposed
diversion are given in Chapter 5, Section 527.220 of this MRP. If this action results in
diminution of the meager discharge of surface water in the drainage below the planned
diversion, where required a suitable mitigation for this potential impact will be designed
and implemented in consultation with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

The areas surrounding the streams that are not to be disturbed will be designated as buffer
zones, and will be marked as specified in R645-301-521.260.

731.700 Cross sections and Maps

The locations of springs and seeps identified in the proposed Coal Hollow Mine permit
and adjacent area are shown in Drawing 7-1. The locations of baseline hydrologic
monitoring locations are shown on Drawing 7-2. The locations of water rights in the
proposed Coal Hollow permit and adjacent area are provided on Drawing 7-3. Cross-
sections depicting the stratigraphy and hydrostratigraphy of the proposed Coal Hollow
Mine permit and adjacent area are presented in Chapter 6, Drawing 6-2. Designs for
proposed impoundments in the proposed Coal Hollow permit area are shown in Drawings
5-25 through 5-31

731.800 Water Rights and Replacement

Alton Coal Development, LLC commits to replace the water supply of an owner of
interest in real property who obtains all or part of his or her supply of water for domestic,
agricultural, industrial, or other legitimate use from the underground or surface source,
where the water supply has been adversely impacted by contamination, diminution, or
interruption proximately resulting from the surface mining activities. Baseline
hydrologic information required in R645-301-624.100 through R645-301-624.200, R645-
301-625, R645-301-626, R645-301-723 through R645-301-724.300, R645-301-724.500,
R645-301-725 through R645-301-731, and R645-301-731.210 through R645-301-
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731.223 will be used to determine the extent of the impact of mining upon ground water
and surface water.

Sorensen Spring (SP-40) is the current domestic water supply for the Sorensen Ranch
(Personal communication, Darlynn Sorensen, 2008). There is currently no development
at the spring that would convey water to the ranch house. Rather, water from the spring
is obtained directly from the spring for use at the ranch. Monitoring of discharge rate and
water quality is included in the proposed water monitoring plan for the Coal Hollow
Mine. The operational and reclamation phase water monitoring protocols for this spring
are listed in Tables 7-5 and 7-7A. Should the water source be interrupted, diminished, or
contaminated, replacement water will be provided from the new water well that will be
constructed prior to the beginning of overburden removal for pits 13, 14, and 15 (see
description in section R645-301-727 above, and Drawing 5-8C) or other suitable water
replacement source as approved by the Division.

Reclamation designs for the eastern permit boundary where the mining pits meet the
undisturbed alluvium are provided in Appendix 7-10. These designs specify engineering
methods to be used to minimize drainage from the alluvium into the fill in the reclaimed
pits (as the pits are filled and reclaimed) thereby protecting the hydrologic balance in
Sink Valley. Through the emplacement of a permanent engineered low-permeability
barrier between the alluvial groundwater systems to the east of the mining area and the
mine backfill areas, the alluvial groundwater system will be effectively isolated from the
mine backfill areas. An evaluation of the permanent barrier for pit 15 has been performed
by Mr. Alan O. Taylor of Taylor Geo-Engineering, LLC. Information in the Taylor Geo-
Engineering report indicates that the 50-foot wide barrier will prevent any appreciable
drainage of alluvial groundwater from the coarse-grained alluvial groundwater system
centered east of the permit area into the backfilled pit areas. Laboratory analysis of the
Tropic Shale material from which the barrier will be constructed indicates that the
compacted shale material will perform adequately to successfully contain the alluvial
groundwater. Thereby water levels in the alluvial groundwater systems in Sink Valley
east of the pit areas will be reclaimed to approximate pre-mining levels.

As specified in R645-301-112, groundwater quantity will be protected by handling earth
materials and runoff in a manner that will restore approximate premining recharge
capacity of the reclaimed area as a whole, excluding coal mine waste disposal areas and
fills, so as to allow the movement of water to the groundwater system.
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732 Sediment Control Measures

Sediment control measures have been designed, constructed and maintained to prevent
additional contributions of sediment to streamflow or to runoff outside the permit area.

732.100 Siltation Structures

Siltation structures within the permit area are described in Section 732.200

732.200 Sedimentation Ponds

Four diversion ditches along with four sediment impoundments are proposed for the
permit area. In addition, miscellaneous controls such as silt fence and berms are also
proposed for specific areas. The proposed locations for these structures are shown on
Drawing 5-3. Details associated with these structures can be viewed on Drawings 5-25
through 5-34 and Appendix 5-2.

Sedimentation ponds have been designed in compliance with the requirements of R645-
301-356.300, R645-301-356.400, R645-301-513.200, R645-301-742.200 through R645-
301-742.240, and R645-301-763.

No sedimentation ponds or earthen structures that will remain open are planned.

The sedimentation plan has been designed to comply with the MSHA requirements given
under R645-301-513.100 and R645-301-513.200.

732.300 Diversions

The runoff control plan is designed to isolate, to the maximum degree possible, runoff
from disturbed areas from that of undisturbed areas. Where possible, this has been
accomplished by allowing up-stream runoff to bypass the disturbed area, and routing any
runoff from undisturbed areas that enter the disturbed area into a sediment control
system.

Four diversion ditches along with four sediment impoundments are proposed for the
permit area. In addition, miscellaneous controls such as silt fence, berms and temporary
diversion ditches are also proposed for specific areas. The proposed locations for these
structures are shown on Drawing 5-3. Details associated with these structures can be
viewed on Drawings 5-25 through 5-34 and Appendix 5-2. All temporary ditches will
meet the design requirements of Diversion Ditch 4 (designed for the 100-year, 24 hour
storm) and will be adjusted within the permitted active mining area in relation to the
active pit, currant spoils pile configuration and reclamation.
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732.400 Road Drainage

All roads will be constructed, maintained and reconstructed to comply with R645-301-
742.400. Road drainage facilities include diversion ditches, culverts, containment berms,
and/or water bars. Specific plans for road drainage, road construction, and road
maintenance are presented in Chapter 5, Section 534 of this MRP.

A description of measures to be taken to obtain division approval for alteration or
relocation of a natural drainage way will be presented to the Division when necessary.

A description of measures to be taken to protect the inlet end of a ditch relief culvert will
be submitted to the Division when necessary.

All road drainage diversions will be maintained and repaired to operational condition
following the occurrence of a large storm event. Culvert inlets and outlets will be kept
clear of sediment and other debris.

733 IMPOUNDMENTS

733.100  General Plans

A professional engineer experienced in the design and construction of impoundments
with assistance from a geotechnical expert has used current, prudent, engineering
practices to design the proposed impoundments.

The plans have been certified and a detailed geotechnical analysis has been provided in
Appendix 5-1. The certifications, drawings and cross sections can be viewed in
Drawings 5-25 through 5-31 and Appendices 5-1 and 5-2.

As requested by the Division, the design criteria of the mine site sediment ponds have
been reevaluated in light of groundwater that is being encountered at the site (see
Appendix 7-11). It was the determination of this reevaluation that the sediment ponds
currently in place meet or exceed the minimum requirements of the Utah Coal Mining
Rules and that the construction of additional ponds or the redesigning of existing ponds is
not required at this time. Accordingly, the small ephemeral channel tributary to Lower
Robinson Creek near the toe of the spoils pile mentioned in the Division Deficiency List
(Task No. 3799) has been evaluated as a potential sediment pond site, but the
construction of a sediment pond in that location is not required at the current time.

As indicated in Section 728.332, where appreciable alluvial groundwater inflows into the
mine pit areas occur and where deemed necessary and possible, alluvial groundwater
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